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Magna Carta (June 15, 1215), known as the "‘cornerstone of English
liberty," was a constitutional charter signed by King John 1 of
England (December 24, 1167-October 18, 1216) in the meadow of
Runnymeade, under pressure from the English barons. This was the
first time the absolute power of a king was limited by law,
guaranteeing certain rights to his subjects. Included in the
provisions were:

John, by the grace of God, king of England, Lord
of Ireland, duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, count of
Anjou, to the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls,
barons, justiciars, foresters, sheriffs, reeves,
servants, and all bailiffs and his faithful people
greeting.
Know that by the inspiration of God and for the
good of our soul and those of all our predecessors and
of our heirs, the honor of God and the exaltation of
holy church, and the improvements of our kingdom, by
the advice of our venerable fathers.

Clause 39. No freeman shall be taken, or
imprisoned, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any way
harmed, nor will we go upon him nor will we send upon
him, except by legal judgement of his peers or by the
law of the land.

Clause 40. To none will we sell, to none deny or
delay, right or justice.

The king himself ought not to be under a man but
under God and under the law, because the law makes the
king...for there is no king where will governs and not
law. ...

Know ye that we, in the presence of God, and for
the salvation of our souls, and the souls of all our
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ancestors and heirs, and unto the honor of God and the
advancement of Holy Church..._.have in the first place
granted to God, and by this our present charter
confirmed for us and our heirs forever.

Aquinas, Thomas (c.1224-March 7, 1274), was a Catholic
philosopher and theologian, who wrote Summa Theologica, using
Aristotelian logic to reconcile faith with reason, proving the
existence of God as the logical uncaused cause. His works rank
with Saint Augustine in importance.

In Pange, Lingua, a hymn for Vespers on the Feast of Corpus
Christi, Thomas Aquinas wrote:

Sing, my tongue, the Savior®s glory,
Of His Flesh the mystery sing;

Of the Blood, all price exceeding,
Shed by our immortal King.

In Verbum Supernum Prodiens, a hymn for Lauds on Corpus
Christi, Thomas Aquinas wrote:

0 saving Victim, opening wide,

The gate of heaven to man below,

Our foes press on from every side,
Thine aid supply, Thy strength bestow.

In his Summa Theologica, 1273, Thomas Aquinas wrote:

Concerning perfect blessedness which consists in a
vision of God.

In revealing the fallacy of logic in the view that Jesus was
simply a good teacher, Thomas Aquinas stated:

Christ was either liar, lunatic, or Lord!

Eriksson, Magnus, Il (1316-1374), was a king of Sweden, Norway
and Skaane. He commissioned an Icelandic judge, Paul Knudsen, to
lead an expedition to Greenland in 1354:

Magnus, by the grace of God, King of Norway,
Sweden and Skaane, sends to all men who see or hear
this letter good health and happiness.

We desire to make known to you that you [Paul
Knudsen] is to take the men who shall do in the knarr
[royal vessel]; whether they be named or not
named, . .from my bodyguard, and also from among the
retainers of other men, whom you may wish to take on
the voyage who are best qualified to accompany him,
whether as officers or men.

We ask that you accept this our command with a
right good will for the cause, inasmuch as we do it for
the honor of God, and for the sake of our soul, and for
the sake of our predecessors who in Greenland
established Christianity and have maintained it until
this time, and we will not let it perish in our days.

Know this for truth, that whoever defies this our
command shall meet with our serious displeasure and
receive full punishment.

Executed in Bergen, Monday after Simon and Judah®s
Day in the six and thirtieth year of our rule [1354].
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By Orm Ostenson, our regent, sealed.

Wycliffe, John (c.1330-December 31, 1384), was a professor at
Oxford University, England. He became one of the greatest English
religious reformers, writing under the protection of John of
Gaunt (1340-1399). His most outstanding achievement was being the
first to translate, along with his followers, the Holy Scriptures
from the Latin Vulgate into the English language. Known as the
“"Morning Star of the Reformation,”™ John Wycliffe wrote in the
General Prologue of his 1384 translation of the Bible:

The Bible is for the Government of the People, by
the People, and for the People.

Chaucer, Geoffrey (c.1342-October 25, 1400), was known as the
"Father of English Poetry.” He was honored as an English poet-
laureate. The son of a vintner, he was born in London; rose to
being a page to the Countess of Ulster, 1357; captured while
fighting in France; and ransomed by Edward 111, 1360. In 1385,
Chaucer became a knight of the shire for Kent and a Justice of
the Peace. He was supported by his steady patron, John of Gaunt
(1340-1399), to whom he was related through marriage. At his
death, he was buried in Westminster Abbey. His works include: The
Book of the Duchess; The House of Fame; The Parliament of Fowls;
Troilus and Criseyde, and a translation of Boethius® De
Consolatione Philosophiae.

In his classic work, The Canterbury Tales, 1387, Geoffrey
Chaucer stated:

Who folwith Cristes Gospel and His lord

But we, that humble ben, and chast, and pore,
Workers of Goddes Word, not auditours.

- The Sompnoures Tale

0 cause First of our confusioun,
Till Crist had bought us with His blood agayn!
Loketh, how dere, schortly for to sayn,
Abought was first this cursed felonye;
Corrupt was al this world for glutonye.
Adam our fader, and his wyf also,
Fro Paradys to labour and to wo
Were dryven for that vice, it is no drede.
For whils that Adam fasted, as | rede,
He was in Paradys, and when that he
Eet of the fruyt defendit of a tre,
He was cast out to wo and into peyne.
Now for the love of Crist that for us dyde,
Levith youre othis, borthe gret and smale.
- The Pardoneres Tale

But Cristes loore and his apostles twelve
He taughte, but first he folwed it hymselve.

For in the sterres, clearer than is glass,
Is written, God woot, whoso koude it reade,
The deeth of every man.

Sathan, that evere us waiteth to bigile.
Geoffrey Chaucer, at the end of his Tales of Canterbury,

inserted a retraction:
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Now 1 beg all those that listen to this little
treatise, or read it, that if there be anything in it
that pleases them, they thank Our Lord Jesu Christ for
it, from whom proceeds all understanding and goodness.

And if there be anything that displeases them, 1
beg them also to impute it to the fault of my want of
ability, and not to my will, who would very gladly have
said better if 1 had the power. For our Book says "all
that is written is written for our doctrine'™; and that
is my intention. Wherefore 1 beseech you meekly for the
mercy of God to pray for me, that Christ have mercy on
me and forgive me my sins; and especially for my
translations and editings of worldly vanities, which 1
revoke in my retractions; as are the book of Troilus;
also the book of Fame; the book of Nineteen Ladies; the
book of The Duchess; the book of St. Valentine®"s Day of
the Parliament of Fowls; The Tales of Canterbury, those
that tend towards sin; the book of The Lion; and many
another book, if they were In my memory; and many a
song and many a lecherous lay; that Christ in His great
mercy forgive me the sin.

But the translation of Boethius De Consolatione,
and other books of Saints® legends, of homilies, and
morality and devotion, for them I thank our Lord Jesu
Christ and His blissful Mother, and all the Saints of
Heaven; beseeching them that they henceforth, to my
life"s end, send me grace to bewail my sins and to
study the salvation of my soul; and grant me the grace
of true penitence, confession and satisfaction, that I
may perform them in this present life, through the
benign grace of Him that is King of kings and Priest
over all priests, who brought us with the precious
blood of His heart; so that 1 may be one of those that
the Day of Judgement shall be saved, Qui cum Patre,
etc.

Here ends the book of the Tales of Canterbury
compiled by Geoffrey Chaucer, on whose soul Jesu Christ
have mercy. Amen.

Hus, John (c.1372-July 6, 1415), was a professor of philosophy
and the rector of the University of Prague, Bohemia. Influenced
by John Wycliffe, he insisted on teaching and expounding the Holy
Scriptures in the language of the people and inspired a great
following, similar to John Wycliffe in England. Amidst great
controversy, he was betrayed and martyred. His last words were:

O holy simplicity!

Kempis, Thomas a~ (c.1379-August 8, 1471), was an Augustinian
friar at Zwolle in the Netherlands, who wrote the devotional, On
the Imitation of Christ, 1420. This work has greatly influenced
western writers, including: Martin Luther, Samuel Johnson, George
Eliot and Lamartine. In Imitation of Christ, Thomas a~ Kempis
wrote:

Be not angry that you cannot make others as you
wish them to be, since you cannot make yourself as you
wish to be.

Man proposes, but God disposes.
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Love is swift, sincere, pious, pleasant, gentle,
strong, patient, faithful, prudent, longsuffering,
manly and never seeking her own; for wheresoever a man
seeketh his own, there he falleth from love.

Nothing is sweeter than love, nothing stronger,
nothing higher, nothing wider, nothing more pleasant,
nothing fuller or better in heaven or in earth; for
love is born of God, and cannot rest but in God, above
all created things.

Gutenberg, Johannes (c.1400-February 3, 1468), was the German
inventor of the moveable-type printing press, which helped
revolutionize the western world. This invention prepared Europe
for the rapid spread of ideas, making the Reformation possible.
The First book of significance ever printed was the 42-line
Gutenberg Bible, known as the Mazarin Bible, 1455.

Johannes Gutenberg wrote:

God suffers in the multitude of souls whom His
word can not reach. Religious truth is imprisoned in a
small number of manuscript books which confine instead
of spread the public treasure.
Let us break the seal which seals up holy things
and give wings to Truth in order that she may win every
soul that comes into the world by her word no longer
written at great expense by hands easily palsied, but
multiplied like the wind by an untiring machine.

Yes, it is a press, certainly, but a press from
which shall flow in inexhaustible streams the most
abundant and most marvelous liquor that has ever flowed
to relieve the thirst of men.

Through it, God will spread His word; a spring of
pure truth shall flow from it; like a new star it shall
scatter the darkness of ignorance, and cause a light
hithertofore unknown to shine among men.

Hornbook (1442-1800), was the schoolbook used to teach children
to read in early English, and later American, schools. Invented
in response to the expense and scarcity of paper, the hornbook
consisted of one sheet of vellum or paper pasted to a flat board
with a handle, shaped like a table-tennis paddle, and covered
over with a thin piece of transparent cow"s horn, giving the
appearance of lamination. On the paper was printed the Criss-
Cross Row (Christ"s-Cross followed by the alphabet), the
Benediction, the Lord"s Prayer, and the Roman numerals. The
hornbook ceased being used iIn the early 1800"s, when paper became
less expensive and more easily available. The Benediction written
on the Hornbook was:

In the Name of the Father and of the Sonne and of
the Holy Ghost, Amen.

Columbus, Christopher (1451-May 20, 1506), was the Genoese

explorer credited with the discovery America. After seven years

of trying to convince the monarchs of Europe to finance his

expedition, he finally won the support of Queen Isabella of

Castille and King Ferdinand of Aragon. Columbus set sail on
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August 3, 1492, and after the longest voyage ever made out of
sight of land, discovered the New World on October 12, 1492.
In his Libro de las profecias (Book of Prophecies),
Christopher Columbus wrote:

Most Christian and very high Princes: My argument
for the restitution of the Holy Temple to the Holy
militant Church is the following:

Very high Princes: at a very early age | went to
sea and have continued navigating until today. The art
of sailing is favorable for anyone who wants to pursue
knowledge of this world®"s secrets. | have already been
at this business for forty years. | have sailed all the
waters which, up to now, have been navigated. 1 have
had dealings and conversations with learned people -
clergymen and laymen, Latins and Greeks, Jews and
Moors, and with many others of other sects. | found Our
Lord very well-disposed toward this desire, and he gave
me the spirit of intelligence for it. He prospered me
in seamanship and supplied me with the necessary tools
for astrology, as well as geometry and arithmetic and
ingenuity of intellect and of manual skill to draw
spherical maps which show cities, rivers and mountains,
islands and ports - everything in its proper place.

At this time | have seen and put in study to look
into all the Scriptures, cosmography, histories,
chronicles and philosophy and other arts, which our
Lord opened to my understanding (I could sense His hand
upon me), so that it became clear to me that it was
feasible to navigate from here to the Indies; and He
unlocked within me the determination to execute the
idea. And 1 came to your Highnesses with this ardor.

All those who heard about my enterprise rejected
it with laughter, scoffing at me. Neither the sciences
which 1 mentioned above, nor the authoritative
citations from them, were of any avail. In only your
Highnesses remained faith and constancy. Who doubts
that this illumination was from the Holy Spirit? I
attest that He (the Spirit), with marvelous rays of
light, consoled me through the holy and sacred
Scriptures, a strong and clear testimony, with forty-
four books of the Old Testament, and four Gospels with
twenty-three Epistles of those blessed Apostles,
encouraging me to proceed, and, continually, without
ceasing for a moment, they inflame me with a sense of
great urgency.

Our Lord wished to perform the clearest miracle in
this of the voyage to the Indies, to console me and
others in this other of the Holy Temple: 1 spent seven
years in your royal Court arguing the case with so many
persons of such authority and learned in all the arts,
and in the end they concluded that all was idle
nonsense, and with this they gave up; yet the outcome
will be the fulfillment of what our Redeemer Jesus
Christ said, and had said beforehand by the mouth of
his Holy Prophets. And so there is every reason to
believe that this other will become manifest; and being
sure of what we hope for, if what said done not
suffice, | offer as support the holy Gospel, in which
Jesus stated that everything would pass away, but not
his wonderful Word; and with this he said that it was
utterly necessary for all that was written by him and
by the prophets to be fulfilled.
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I said that 1 would state the argument 1 have for
the restitution of the Holy Temple to the Holy Church.
I tell you that 1 am disregarding all my navigational
skills since an early age, as well as the conversations
I have had with many people in many lands and of many
sects; and disregarding the many arts and writings that
I referred to above, 1 only hold fast to the Holy and
Sacred Scriptures and to some prophetic authoritative
citations from certain holy persons, who have said
something about this under divine inspiration.
It is possible that your Highnesses and all others
who know me and might be shown this writing, who will
reprimand me secretly and publicly with varied
reproofs, such as uneducated, ignorant, an ordinary
man, etc.
I respond to that what St. Matthew said: O Lord,
it was your good pleasure to keep so many things from
the wise, and reveal them to the innocent!™ And the
same St. Matthew: "When our Lord entered Jerusalem, the
children sang, "Hosanna to the Son of David!® The
scribes, in order to tempt him, asked him if he heard
what they were saying, and Jesus replied, "Yes," saying
"Did you not know that the truth would be spoken by the
mouths of children?"" Or later on the Apostles who said
such profound things, particularly St. John: "In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
etc.," words so lofty from persons who were never
formally educated.
I say that the Holy Spirit works...not just the
learned, but also in the ignorant. In my time 1 have
seen a countryman discern the sky and the courses of
the stars better than others who pay tuition to be
instructed in it. And I say that not only does the Holy
Spirit reveal the future to rational creatures, but he
shows us what is yet to come by summoning signs in the
heavens, in the atmosphere, and in of wild beasts, just
like the prodigies that portended the day of Julius
Caesar”s, and in many other ways which would be tedious
to recount since they are familiar to everybody.
The Holy Scriptures testify in the Old Testament,
by the mouth of the prophets, and in the New, by our
Savior Jesus Christ, that this world will come to an
end: Matthew, Mark, and Luke have recorded the signs of
the end of the age; the prophets had also abundantly
foretold it.
St. Augustine says that the end of this world will
occur in the seventh millennium following the Creation;
the sacred theologians accepts his interpretation, iIn
particular the cardinal Pierre d"Ailly in Verbo XI and
in other places, as I will tell below.
From the creation of the world, or from Adam,
until the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ figure 5,343
years and 318 days, by the calculation of King Alfonso
which is held as the most accurate; P. de A. (Pierre
d"Ailly) on Verbo X (Elucidarium astronomice concordie
cum theologica et historica veritate). Adding these
figures to the approximate 1,501 years, the total is an
approximate 6,845 years. According to this calculation,
there are but 155 years left for the fulfillment of the
seven thousand, at which time 1 said above, by the
authorities cited, that the world will come to an end.
Our Savior said that before the consummation of
this world, all that was written by the Prophets must
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be fulfilled.

The Prophets, in their writings, spoke, more or
less clearly and in various manners, of things
belonging to the future as if past and of things past
as future, and in the same way of things present. Many
prophecies have double meaning and refer to different
events of similar character, some prophecies are
figuratively and others literally. Prophecy may be
fulfilled partially in the near future of more
completely at a much later date. lIsaiah iIs the prophet
whom St. Jerome and St. Augustine praise the most, and
the other doctors approve of him and hold him in great
reverence. They say that Isaiah not only a prophet, but
also an evangelist, who, with all diligence, wrote of
the future and called all people to our holy Catholic
faith.

Many saintly doctors and sacred theologians
commented on all the prophecies and on the other books
of Sacred Scripture. They greatly enlightened us
concerning that which was unknown to us, though they
are not entirely in harmony, due to the limitations of
understanding.

Again 1 enter my protest, so as not to be spoken
of as presumptuous and unlearned. I am continually
drawn to what St. Matthew said: "O Lord, it was your
good pleasure to keep secret so many things from the
wise, and reveal them to the innocent!" My retort is
this, along with my experience which has witnessed to
it.

Most of the prophecies and Sacred Scripture have
already been fulfilled. God"s Word testifies to it, and
the Holy Church testifies to it ceaselessly in a strong
voice, and no other testimony is necessary. | will
speak of one because it is relevant to me, and every
time | meditate on it, | feel rest and contentment.

I am the worst of sinners. The pity and mercy of
our Lord have completely covered me whenever 1 have
called for them. 1 have found the sweetest consolation
in casting away all my anxiety, so as to contemplate
His marvelous presence.

I have already said that for the execution of the
enterprise of the Indies, neither reason, nor
mathematics, nor world maps were profitable to me;
rather the prophecy of Isaiah was completely fulfilled.
And this is what | wish to report here for the
consideration of your Highnesses, and because you will
be gladdened by what I will tell you concerning
Jerusalem by the same authoritative references. IFf
there is faith, you are bound to have the victory from
this enterprise.

Your Highnesses, remember the Gospel texts and the
many promises which our Savior made to us, and how all
this has been put to a test: St. Peter, when he leapt
into the sea, walked upon as long as his faith remained
Ffirm. The mountains will obey anyone who has faith the
size of a kernel of Indian corn. All that iIs requested
by anyone who has faith will be granted. Knock and it
will be opened to you.

No one should be afraid to take on any enterprise
in the name of our Savior, if it is right and if the
purpose is purely for His holy service. He came to
rescue of St. Catherine after he saw the test of her.
Remember, your Highnesses, that you undertook, at
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little cost, the enterprise of the kingdom of Granada.
The working out of all things was entrusted by our Lord
to each person, in conformity with His sovereign will,
even though he gives advice to many. He lacks nothing
that it may be in the power of men to give him.

0, how good is the Lord who wishes people to
perform that for which he holds himself responsible!
Day and night, and at every moment, everyone should
give Him their most devoted thanks. | stated above that
some of the prophecies remained yet to be fulfilled,
and 1 say they are great things in the world. And 1 say
that the sign which convinces me that our Lord is
hastening the end of the world is the preaching of the
Gospel recently in so many lands.

Queen Isabella®s commission to Columbus recited:

It is hoped that by God"s assistance some of the
continents and islands in the ocean will be
discovered ....for the glory of God.

On August 3, 1492, according to Bartolome® de Las Casas,
every crew member gave his last confession and received Holy
Communion, after which:

[Columbus] received the very holy sacrament of the
Eucharist on the very day that he entered upon the sea;
and in the name of Jesus ordered the sails to be set
and left the harbor of Palos for the river of Saltes
and the Ocean Sea with three equipped caravels, giving
the commencement to the First Voyage and Discovery of
the Indies.

In the typical custom of the age, each day a young sailor
would announce the day by singing out:

Blessed be the light of day

And the Holy Cross, we say;

and the Lord of Veritie

And the Holy Trinity.

Blessed be th®" immortal soul

And the Lord who keeps it whole,
Blessed be the light of day

And He who sends the night away.

Then the sailors would recite the "Pater Noster™ (Our
Father) and the "Ave Maria," followed by:

God give us good days, good voyage, good passage
to the ship, sir captain and master and good company,
so let there be a good voyage; many good days may God
grant your graces, gentlemen of the afterguard and
gentlemen forward.

The hourglass, which was turned on the half-hour, marked the
time, accompanied by the young sailor proclaiming:

Blessed be the hour our Lord was born,
St. Mary who bore Him,
and St. John who baptized Him.

In 1492, Columbus opened the journal of his first voyage
across the Atlantic by addressing King Ferdinand and Queen
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Isabella:

In the Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

Because, most Christian and very Exalted,
Excellent and mighty Princes, King and Queen of the
Spains and of the Islands of the Sea, our Lord and
Lady, in this present year 1492, after Your Highnesses
had made an end to the war with the Moors who ruled in
Europe, and had concluded the war in the very great
City of Granada, where iIn the present year, on the
second day of the month of January, | saw the Royal
Standards of Your Highnesses placed by force of arms on
the towers of the Alhambra (which is the citadel of the
said city),

And 1 saw the Moorish King come forth to the gates
of the city and kiss the Royal Hands of Your Highnesses
and the Prince of my Lord, and soon after in that same
month, through information that I had given to Your
Highnesses concerning the lands of India, and of a
Prince who is called Gran Can [Khan], which is to say
in our vernacular "King of Kings,' how many times he
and his predecessors had sent to Rome to seek doctors
in our Holy Faith to instruct him therein, and that
never had the Holy Father provided them, and thus so
many people were lost through lapsing into idolatries
and receiving doctrines of perdition;

And Your Highnesses, as Catholic Christians and
Princes devoted to the Holy Christian Faith and the
propagators thereof, and enemies of the sect of Mahomet
and of all i1dolatries and heresies, resolved to send
me, Christopher Columbus, to the said regions of India,
to see the said princes and peoples and lands and the
dispositions of them and of all, and the manner in
which may be undertaken their conversion to our Holy
Faith, and ordained that 1 should not go by land (the
usual way) to the Orient, but by the route of the
Occident, by which no one to this day knows for sure
that anyone has gone...

Bartolome®™ de Las Casas, (1474-1566), called "the Apostle of
the Indies,”™ was one of the first Christian missionaries to
America. As the first priest ordained in the New World, he became
known for his devotion to the oppressed and enslaved natives. In
addition to knowing Columbus personally, his father and uncle
were shipmates and colonists under Columbus. Bartolome®™ de Las
Casas copied Columbus®s original Journal of the First Voyage (EIl
Libro de la Primera Navegacion) into an abstract, in which is
recounted:

October 8, 1492. "Thanks be to God,™ says the
Admiral; "the air is soft as in April in Seville, and
it is a pleasure to be in i1t, so fragrant it is.”

October 10, 1492. Here the people could stand it
no longer and complained of the long voyage; but the
Admiral cheered them as best he could, holding out good
hope of the advantages they would have. He added that
it was useless to complain. He had come to the Indies,
and so had to continue it until he found them, with the
help of Our Lord.

October 12, 1492. At two hours after midnight
appeared the land, at a distance of 2 leagues. They
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handed all sails and set the treo, which is the
mainsail without bonnets, and lay-to, waiting for
daylight Friday, when they arrived at an island of the
Bahamas that was called in the Indians® tongue
Guanahani® [San Salvador]....

So that they might be well-disposed towards us,
for 1 knew that they were a people to be delivered and
converted to our Holy Faith rather by love than by
force, 1 gave to some red caps and to others glass
beads, which they hung around their necks, and many
other things of slight value. At this they were greatly
pleased and became so entirely our friends that it was
a wonder to see....l believe that they would easily be
made Christians, for it seemed to me that they had no
religion of their own. Our Lord willing, when | depart,
1 shall bring back six of them to your Highnesses, that
they may learn to talk our language.

October 16, 1492. 1 don"t recognize in them any
religion, and 1 believe that they very promptly would
turn Christians, for they are of very good
understanding.

October 28, 1492. The Admiral says that he never
beheld so fair a thing: trees all along the river,
beautiful and green, and different from ours, with
flowers and fruits each according to their kind, many
birds and little birds which sing very sweetly.

November 6, 1492. 1 maintain, Most Serene Princes,
that if they had access to devout religious persons
knowing the language, they would all turn Christian,
and so 1 hope in Our Lord that Your Highnesses will do
something about it with much care, in order to turn to
the Church so numerous a folk, and to convert them as
you have destroyed those who would not seek to confess
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. And after your days
(for we are all mortal) you will leave your realms iIn a
very tranquil state, and free from heresy and
wickedness, and will be well received before the
eternal Creator, to whom 1 pray to grant you long life
and great increase of many realms and lordships, and
both will and disposition to increase the holy
Christian religion, as hitherto you have done.

November 27, 1492. But now, please our Lord, 1
shall see the most that I may, and little by little |
shall come, to understand and know, and I will have
this language taught to people of my household, because
I see that all so far have one language. And afterwards
the benefits will be known, and it will be endeavored
to have these folk Christians, for that will easily be
done, since they have no religion; nor are they
idolaters....And | say that Your Highness ought not to
consent that any foreigner does business or sets foot
here, except Christian Catholics, since this was the
end and the beginning of the enterprise, that it should
be for the enhancement and glory of the Christian
religion, nor should anyone who is not a good Christian
come to these parts.

December 12, 1492. [Columbus erected a cross at
the mouth of Moustique Bay on the northwest coast of
Page 11



American Quotations.txt
the island of Hispaniola] as a sign that Your
Highnesses hold the country for yours, and principally
for a sign of Jesus Christ Our Lord, and honor of
Christianity.

December 16, 1492. Because they [tribe of the
Arawak], are the best people in the world and above all
the gentlest, 1 have much hope in Our Lord that Your
Highnesses will make them all Christians, and they will
be all yours, as for yours 1 hold them.

December 22, 1492. The Admiral ordered the lord to
be given some things, and he and all his folk rested in
great contentment, believing truly that they had come
from the sky, and to see the Christians they held
themselves very fortunate.

December 24, 1492. Your Highnesses may believe
that in all the world there can be no better or gentler
people. Your Highnesses should feel great joy, because
presently they will be Christians, and instructed in
the good manners of your realms; for a better people
there cannot be on earth, and both people and land are
in such quantity that I don®"t know how to write it.

Columbus christened the first island he landed on "San
Salvador,"™ meaning "Holy Saviour," and kneeling, prayed:

O Lord, Almighty and everlasting God, by Thy holy
Word Thou hast created the heaven, and the earth, and
the sea; blessed and glorified be Thy Name, and praised
be Thy Majesty, which hath deigned to use us, Thy
humble servants, that Thy holy Name may be proclaimed
in this second part of the earth.

On every island that they stopped, Columbus had his men
erect a large wooden cross:

As a token of Jesus Christ our Lord, and in honor
of the Christian faith.

According to Columbus® personal log, his purpose in seeking
"undiscovered worlds" was to:

-..bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the
heathens.

On Christmas eve, December 24, 1492, the Santa Maria ran
aground and had to be abandoned. Columbus left 40 men on the
Island of Haiti, in a settlement he named *La Navidad,'™ meaning
"The Nativity." He promised to return the next year.

On January 13, 1493, Columbus described in his journal their
Ffirst encounter with the cannibalistic tribe of the Canibs, or
Caribs, from which *"Caribbean™ originates. (The English word
"cannibal" is derived from the Spanish word "caribe," which means
cannibal or piranha. )

Seeing them [Caribs] running towards them, the
Christians...gave an Indian a great slash on the
buttocks, and wounded another iIn the breast with an
arrow. Seeing that they could gain little, although the
Christians were not more than seven, they [Caribs] 50
and more, began to flee, until not one remained, one
Page 12
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leaving his arrows here, and another his bow there. The
Christians would have killed many of them, it is said,
ifT the pilot who went with them as their captain had
not prevented it. The Christians returned to the
caravel with their boat, and when the Admiral knew of
it he said that on the one hand he was sorry and on the
other not, since they would have fear of the
Christians, because without doubt, says he, the folk
there are bad actors (as one says), and he believed
that they were Caribs, and ate men.

On February 15, 1493, near the end of his return voyage from
having discovered America, Christopher Columbus sent
correspondence to their Highnesses, the King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella of Spain, from on board the ship Caravel anchored off
the Canary Islands. Included in this correspondence was a letter,
also intended for the eyes of their Majesties, written to Luis de
Sant Angel, Treasurer of Aragon and Chancellor of the Exchequer,
who had helped substantially in fitting out Columbus® expedition:

As 1 know you will be rejoiced at the glorious
success that our Lord has given me in my voyage, |
write this to tell you how in the thirty-three days 1
sailed to the Indies with the fleet that the
illustrious King and Queen, our Sovereigns, gave me,
where 1 discovered a great many islands, inhabited by
numberless people; and of all I have taken possession
for their Highnesses by proclamation and display of the
Royal Standard without opposition.

To the first island which 1 found I gave the name
San Salvador [Holy Savior], in recognition of His
Heavenly Majesty, who marvelously hath given all this;
the Indians call it Guanahani....

From that point | saw another isle to the
eastward, at eighteen leagues®™ distance, to which 1
gave the name Hispaniola. 1 went thither and followed
its northern coast to the east, as I had done in Juana,
one hundred and seventy-eight leagues eastward, as in
Juana. This island, like all the others, is most
extensive. It has many ports along the sea-coast
excelling any in Christendom....

At everpoint where 1 landed, and succeeded iIn
talking to them, 1 gave them some of everything 1
had....l1 forbade that they should be given things so
worthless as pieces of broken crockery and broken
glass, and lace points, although when they were able to
get them, they thought they had the best jewel in the
world; thus i1t was learned that a sailor for a lace
point received gold to the weight of two and a half
castellanos, and others much more for other things
which were worth much less; yea, for new blancas, for
them they would give all that they had, although it
might be two or three castellanos®™ weight of gold or an
arroba or two of spun cotton; they even took pieces of
the broken hoops of the wine casks and, like animals,
gave what they had, so that it seemed to me wrong and I
forbade it, and | gave them a thousand good, pleasing
things which I had brought, in order that they might be
fond of us, and furthermore might become Christians and
be inclined to the love and service of Their Highnesses
and of the whole Castilian nation, and try to help us
and to give us of the things which they have in
abundance and which are necessary to us.
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And they know neither religion nor idolatry, with
the exception that all believe that the source of all
power and goodness is iIn heaven, and they believe very
Ffirmly that 1, with these ships and people, came from
heaven, and in this belief they everywhere received me,
after they had overcome their fear.

And this does not result from their being ignorant
(for they are of a very keen intelligence and men who
navigate all those seas, so that it is wondrous the
good account they give of everything), but because they
have never seen people clothed or ships like ours....

As for monsters, | have found not a trace of them
except at the point in the second isle as one enters
the Indies, which is inhabited by a people considered
in all the isles as most ferocious, who eat human
flesh. They possess many canoes, with which they
overrun all the isles of India, stealing and seizing
all they can....

Praise be to our eternal God, our Lord, who gives
to all those who walk in His ways victory over all
things which seem impossible; of which this is signally
one, for, although others have spoken or written
concerning these countries, it was all conjecture, as
no one could say that he had seen them - it amounting
only to this, that those who heard listened the more,
and regarded the matter rather as a fable than anything
else.

But our Redeemer has granted this victory to our
illustrious King and Queen and their kingdoms, which
have acquired great fame by an event of such high
importance, in which all Christendom ought to rejoice,
and which it ought to celebrate with great festivals
and the offering of solemn thanks to the Holy Trinity
with many sincere prayers, both for the great
exaltation which may accrue to them in turning so many
nations to our holy faith, and also for the temporal
benefits which will bring great refreshment and gain,
not only to Spain, but to all Christians.

Done on board the Caravel, off the Canary Islands,
on the fifteenth day of February, Fourteen hundred and
ninety-three. At your orders,

The Admiral.

On March 15, 1493, Columbus wrote iIn his journal:

Of this voyage, | observe...that it has
miraculously been shown, as may be understood by this
writing, by the many signal miracles that He has shown
on the voyage, and for me, who for so great a time was
in the court of Your Highnesses with the opposition and
against the opinion of so many high personages of your
household, who were all against me, alleging this
undertaking to be folly, which 1 hope in Our Lord will
be to the greater glory of Christianity, which to some
slight extent already has happened.

In 1493, Columbus wrote a letter to Gabriel Sanchez, Spain®s
General Treasurer:

That which the unaided intellect of man could not
compass, the spirit of God has granted to human
exertions, for God is wont to hear the prayers of His
servants who love His precepts even to the performance
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of apparent impossibilities. Therefore, let the king
and queen, our princes and their most happy kingdoms,
and all the other provinces of Christendom, render
thanks to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Columbus viewed himself as:

Servant...of the Most High Saviour, Christ, the
Son of Mary.

Queen Isabella informed the Pope of Columbus® attempt:

To bear the light of Christ west to the heathen
undiscovered lands.

On April 9, 1493, Columbus wrote to the King and Queen about
plans for a second voyage. He recommended that approximately
2,000 colonists accompany him to settle three or four villages,
according the custom of Spain each with its own notary and
magistrate, and that:

There be a church and abbots or friars to
administer the sacraments, perform divine worship, and
convert the natives.

On May 29, 1493, King Ferdinand and Queen lIsabella granted
Columbus® request for a second voyage, pronouncing:

It hath pleased God, Our Lord, in His abundant
mercy to reveal the said Islands and Mainland to the
King and Queen, our Lords, by the diligence of the Don
Christopher Columbus, their Admiral, Viceroy and
Governor thereof, who hath reported it to Their
Highnesses that he knew the people he found residing
therein to be very ripe to be converted to our Holy
Catholic Faith, since they have neither dogma nor
doctrine; wherefore it hath pleased and greatly
pleaseth Their Highnesses (since in all matters it is
meet that their principal concern be for the service of
God, Our Lord, and the enhancement of Our Holy Catholic
Faith); wherefore, desiring the augmentation and
increase of our Holy Catholic Faith, Their Highnesses
charge and direct the said Admiral, Viceroy and
Governor that by all ways and means he strive and
endeavor to win over the inhabitants of the said
Islands and Mainland to be converted to our Holy
Catholic Faith....

[Clergy are to be sent] to see that they be
carefully taught the principles of Our Holy Faith....

[The Admiral is to] force and compel all those who
sail therein as well as all others who are to go out
from here later on, that they treat the said Indians
very well and lovingly and abstain from doing them any
injury, arranging that both people hold much
conversation and intimacy, each serving the others to
the best of their ability.

Moreover, the said Admiral shall graciously
present them with things from the merchandise of Their
Highnesses which he is carrying for barter, and honor
them much; and 1If some person or persons should
maltreat the said Indians in any manner whatsoever, the
said Admiral, as Viceroy and Governor of Their
Highnesses, shall punish them severely by the virtue of
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the authority vested in him by Their Majesties for this
purpose.

On September 25, 1493, Columbus set sail from Cadiz, Spain,
with 1,200 colonists and 17 ships. They landed in the Indies on
November 3, 1493, where Columbus continued his discovery of the
islands of Dominica, Mariagalante, Todos los Santos and St. Maria
de Guadalupe.

In returning to the settlement of the La Navidad on the
island of Haiti, where he had left the 40 men from the wrecked
Santa Maria, Columbus® worst fears were realized. The Caribs had
attacked the fort and had killed all his men. Thereafter,

Columbus had to resist a growing apprehension amongst the
colonists, who previously had anticipated only the marvelous
conditions reported from the First voyage.

In 1495, Michele de Cuneo, a young ltalian nobleman who had
accompanied Columbus on this second voyage, recounted in a letter
further evidence of the cannibalistic Caribs who inhabited the
islands:

In that island [Saint Maria de Guadalupe] we took
twelve very beautiful and very fat women from 15 to 16
years old, together with two boys of the same age.
These had the genital organ cut to the belly; and this
we thought had been done in order to prevent them from
meddling with their wives or maybe to fatten them up
and later eat them. These boys and girls had been taken
by the above mentioned Caribs; and we sent them to
Spain to the King, as a sample....
The Caribs whenever they catch these Indians eat
them as we would eat kids [goats] and they say that a
boy"s flesh tastes better than that of a woman. OF this
human flesh they are very greedy, so that to eat of
that flesh they stay out of their country for six,
eight, or even ten years before they repatriate; and
they stay so long, whenever they go, that they
depopulate the islands....
We went to the temple of those Caribs, in which we
found two wooden statues, arranged so that they look
like a Pieta. We were told that whenever someone®s
father is sick, the son goes to the temple and tells
the idol that his father is ill and the i1dol says
whether he should live or not; and he stays there until
the idol answers yes or No. If he says no, the son goes
home, cuts his father®s head off and then cooks it; 1
don®t believe they eat it but truly when it is white
they place it in the above-mentioned temple; and this
they do only to the lords. That idol is called
Seyti....
According to what we have seen in all the islands
where we have been, both the Indians and the Caribs are
largely sodomites, not knowing (I believe) whether they
are acting right or wrong. We have judged that this
accursed vice may have come to the Indians from those
Caribs; because these, as | said before, are wilder men
and when conquering and eating those Indians, for spite
they may also have committed that extreme offence,
which proceeding thence may have been transmitted from
one to the other.

Dr. Diego Alvarez Chanca, the chief physician on Columbus*
second voyage, described with disgust their encounter with the
Caribs:
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We inquired of the women who were prisoners of the
inhabitants what sort of people these islanders were
and they replied, "Caribs.'” As soon as they learned
that we abhor such kind of people because of their evil
practice of eating human flesh, they felt delighted...
They told us that the Carib men use them with such
cruelty as would scarcely be believed; and that they
eat the children which they bear them, only bringing up
those whom they have by their native wives. Such of
their male enemies, as they can take away alive, they
bring here to their homes to make a feast of them and
those who are killed in battle they eat up after the
fighting is over.
They declare that the flesh of man is good to eat
that nothing can compare with it in the world; and this
is quite evident, for the human bones we found in the
houses, everything that could be gnawed had already
been gnawed so that nothing remained but what was too
hard to eat; in one of the houses we found a man®s neck
cooking in a pot...
In their wars of the inhabitants of the
neighboring islands these people capture as many of the
women as they can, especially those who are young and
handsome and keep them as body servants and concubines;
and so great a number do they carry off that in fifty
houses we entered no man was found but all were women.
Of that large number of captive females more than
twenty handsome woman came away voluntarily with us.
When the Caribs take away boys as prisoners of war
they remove their organs, fatten them until they grow
up and then, when they wish to make a great feast, they
kill and eat them, for they say the flesh of women and
youngsters is not good to eat. Three boys thus
mutilated came fleeing to us when we visited the
houses.

Columbus, after establishing the settlements of Isabella and
Santo Domingo on the island of Hispaniola, proceeded to explore
for five months, leaving the colony under poor supervision.
Supplies in the colonies began to diminish, tropical diseases
were spreading, and the colonists grew discontent. By the time
the next fleet left for Spain, 200 colonists, most in bad health,
left with it. Their complaints resulted in a royal iInvestigation
in October of 1495, much to the outrage of Columbus. In March
1496, Columbus left for Spain to defend himself.

On Thursday, February 22, 1498, in his Testament of Founding
Hereditary Family Estate, Christopher Columbus stated:

Also 1 order to said Don Diego, my son, or to him
who will iInherit said mayorazgo, that he shall help to
maintain and sustain on the Island of Espanola four
good teachers of the holy theology with the intention
to convert to our holy religion all those people in the
Indias, and when it pleases God that the income of the
mayorazgo will increase, that then also be increased
the number of such devoted persons who will help all
these people to become Christians. And may he not worry
about the money that it will be necessary to spend for
the purpose.

On May 30, 1498, Columbus left from Spain on his third
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voyage with six ships. He decided that the first new land he
discovered would be named in honor of the Trinity. Sighting an
island off the coast of Venezuela, which coincidentally had three
peaks, he gave it the name Trinidad; a named which it has
retained to this day.

On October 18, 1498, Christopher Columbus wrote to his
Sovereigns, Queen lIsabella and King Ferdinand:

Your Highnesses have an Other World here, by which
our holy faith can be to greatly advanced and from
which such great wealth can be drawn.

Columbus directed his son, Don Diego, to give Queen lIsabella
of Spain the first pieces of gold found in the New World:

Return it to her so that she may see the miracle
of the Lord and remember to whom she ought to thank for
it.

When Columbus finally arrived at the island of Hispaniola,
he was greeted by a revolt, due to the disease and privation on
the island. His brother Bartholomew and Don Diego, who were left
in authority, were helpless to put it down. Himself being in bad
health, Columbus conceded to the demands of the distraught
colonists and gave them two ships to return home. In the midst of
despair, Columbus wrote:

The day after Christmas Day, 1499, all having left
me, | was attacked by the Indians...and was placed in
such extremity that fleeing death, 1 took to sea in a
small caravel. Then Our Lord aided me, saying, "Man of
little faith, do not fear, I am with thee." And he
dispersed my enemies, and showed me how I might Ffulfill
my vows. Unhappy sinner that I am, to have placed all
my hopes in the things of this world!

Due to the turbulent reports they had received, King
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella appointed Francisco de Bobadilla as
governor of the Indies in the place of Columbus. He arrived in
Hispaniola on August 23, 1500 and arrested Columbus and his
brothers, put them in chains and sent them back to Cadiz, Spain.

In October 1500, during the most humiliating moment of his
life, Columbus wrote to a friend and confidante of the Queen,

Dona Juana de Torres:

Hope in Him who created all men sustaineth me: His
succor hath always been very near. At another time, not
long ago, when I was in great distress, He helped me up
with his right hand, saying, O man of little faith,
arise, for it is 1; fear not."
I came with such cordial affection to serve these
princes, and | have served them with unheard of and
unseen devotion. Of the New Heaven and Earth which Our
Lord made, as St. John writes in the Apocalypse, after
he had spoken it by the mouth of Isaiah, He made me the
messenger thereof and showed me where to go.
...1 undertook a new voyage to the New Heaven and
World which hitherto had been hidden. And if, like the
rest of the Indies, this is not held in high esteem
over there; this is no wonder, since it came to light
through my exertions.
The Holy Spirit inspired St. Peter and, with him,
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the others of the Twelve, and they all struggled in
this world, and many were their labors and their
hardships; in the end they triumphed over all....

They judge me there as a governor who had gone to
Sicily or to a city or town under a regular government,
where laws can be observed in toto without fear of
losing all; and 1 am suffering grave injury. 1 should
be judged as a captain who went from Spain to the
Indies.._where by divine will I have placed under the
sovereignty of the King and Queen our Lords, an Other
World, whereby Spain, which was reckoned poor, is
become the richest of countries.
I ought to be judged as a captain, who for so long
a time, up to the present day, hath borne arms without
laying them down for an hour, and by knights of the
sword and not by [men of] letters, unless they were
Greeks or Romans or others of modern times, of whom
there are so many and so noble in Spain; for otherwise
I am greatly aggrieved, since in the Indies there is
neither a town nor settlement.

When the King and Queen saw Columbus, they immediately
ordered his chains removed, restored the property Bobadilla had
confiscated, restored the one-tenth of the revenues which he had
been promised, and restored to him the title, "Admiral of the
Ocean Sea,' although they realized he could not continue to
govern the Indies. Bobadilla, who had previously chained
Columbus, was removed as governor, although his actions were not
condemned. In an ironic turn of events, during his fourth voyage,
Columbus warned the governor of Hispaniola of an impending
hurricane. His counsel was spurned and 24 ships were sunk,
killing 500 people, among whom was Bobadilla.

Columbus applied the Sacred Scriptures to his
own life and adventures. That religious elements played a great
part in Columbus®™ thoughts and actions is evident from all his
writings. His concept of sailing west to reach the Indies was
less the result of geographical theories than of his faith in
certain biblical texts - specifically the Book of Isaiah. In
his book, Libro de las profecias (Book of Prophecies), written
around 1501, between his third and fourth voyages, Columbus cited
the following Scripture passages:

The LORD reigneth, let the earth rejoice; let the
multitude of isles be glad thereof (Psalm 97:1).

Sing unto the LORD a new song, and His praise from the
ends of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all
that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof
(Isaiah 42:10).

Listen, O isles, unto Me; and hearken, ye people from
far; The Lord hath called me from the womb; from the
bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name
(Isaiah 49:1).

I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that
thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth
(Isaiah 49:6).

My righteousness is near; My salvation is gone
forth...The isles shall wait upon Me, and on Mine arm
shall they trust (Isaiah 51:5).
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Surely the isles wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish
first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver and
their gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy
God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath
glorified thee (Isaiah 60:9).

I am sought of them that asked not for Me; I am found
of them that sought Me not; | said, Behold Me, behold
Me, unto a nation that was not called by My name
(Isaiah 65:1).

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever 1 have commanded you: And, lo, 1 am with you
always, even unto the end of the world (Matthew
28:19,20).

But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses unto me both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8).

In May of 1502, Christopher Columbus, along with his brother
Bartholomew, and son Don Ferdinand (who was thirteen years old),
set sail on his fourth voyage. With the express purpose of
finding Asia, they explored the coasts of Cuba, Honduras,

Nicaragua and Costa Rica. Sailing along the coast of Panama,
Columbus did not realized how close he was to discovering the
Pacific Ocean. His health failing, Columbus had a makeshift cabin
built on deck so he could direct the crew and observe the ocean.
With worm-eaten planks in his ship, they became stranded on the
coast of Jamaica for over a year (June 25, 1503, to June 29,
1504).

On July 7, 1503, while shipwrecked and in pain, Christopher
Columbus related his many afflictions in his Lettera Rarissima to
the Sovereigns from Jamaica, not knowing whether anyone would
read his letter:

In January the mouth of the river became
obstructed. In April, the vessels were all worm-eaten,
and 1 could not keep them above water. At this time the
river cut a channel, by which I brought out three empty
ships with considerable difficulty. The boats went back
into the river for salt and water. The sea rose high
and furious and would not let them out again.

The Indians were many and united and attacked them
and in the end killed them. My brother and all the rest
of the people were living on board a vessel which lay
inside. 1 was outside very much alone, on this rude
coast, with a high fever and very fatigued. There was
no hope of escape. In this state, I climbed painfully
to the highest part of the ship and cried out for help
with a fearful voice, weeping, to Your Highnesses® war
captains, iIn every direction; but none replied. At
length, groaning with exhaustion, I fell asleep, and
heard a compassionate voice saying,

"0 fool, and slow to believe and serve thy God,
the God of every man! What more did He do for Moses or
for David his servant than for thee? From thy birth He
hath ever held thee iIn special charge. When He saw thee
at man"s estate, marvelously did He cause thy name to
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resound over the earth.

“"The Indies, so rich a portion of the world, He
gave thee for thine own, and thou has divided them as
it has pleased thee. Of those barriers of the Ocean
Sea, which were closed with such mighty chains, He hath
given thee the keys. Thou was obeyed in so many lands,
and thou hast won noble fame from Christendom. What
more did He do for the people of Israel, when he
carried them out of Egypt; or for David, whom from a
shepherd He raised to be king over Judea?

"Turn thou to Him and acknowledge thy faults; His
mercy is infinite; thine old age shall not hinder thee
from performing mighty deeds, for many and vast
heritages He holdeth. Abraham was past 100 when he
begat Isaac, and Sarah was no young girl. Thou criest
out for succor with a doubting heart.

"Reflect, who has afflicted thee so grievously and
so often, God or the world? The privileges and promises
which God bestows, he doth not revoke; nor doth He say,
after having received service, that this was not His
intention, and that it is to be understood differently.
Nor doth He mete out suffering to make a show of His
might.

“"Whatever He promises He fulfills with interest;
that is His way. Thus 1 have told thee what thy Creator
hath done for thee and what He doth for all men. He
hath now revealed a portion of the rewards for so many
toils and dangers thou hast borne In the service of
others."

In his Lettera Rarissima to the Sovereigns, written from
Jamaica, July 7, 1503, Christopher Columbus recounted:

The tempest was terrible and separated me from my
vessels that night, putting everyone of them in
desperate straits, with nothing to look forward to but
death. Each was certain the others had been destroyed.
What man ever born, not excepting Job, who would not
have died of despair, when in such weather seeking
safety for my son, my brother, shipmates, and myself,
we were forbidden the land and the harbors which 1, by
God®"s will and sweating blood, had won for Spain?...

I was taken prisoner and thrown with two brothers
into a ship, weighed down with irons, stripped of my
clothing, cruelly treated, and without being called
before a court of justice for a hearing!...

I began my service at twenty-eight, and 1 now have
not a single hair on my head that is not white. My body
is infirm, and all that was left to me and to my
brothers, even to our coats, was taken and sold, to my
great dishonor and injury....

Because of the very sincere intentions 1 have
always had in serving your Majesties and the most
unmerited affronts | have suffered, 1 cannot remain
silent much as 1 might wish to do. As | have said, | am
now worn out.

Heretofore 1 have wept for others; may Heaven now
have pity upon me and may the earth weep for me! In
things temporal | have not even a farthing for the
offering; and as to spiritual things, | have stayed
here in the Indies in the manner 1 have described;
isolated iIn this sorrow, ill, daily awaiting death, and
surrounded by a horde of savages and enemies of ours,
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and so far removed from the holy sacraments of the holy
church that my soul would be forgotten by it if it were
to depart from my body.

Let those who have charity, justice and truth weep
for me! 1 did not come on this voyage for gain, honor
or wealth, that is certain; for then the hope of all
such things was dead. 1 came to Your Highnesses with
honest purpose and sincere zeal; and I do not lie.

I humbly beseech your Highnesses that if it please
God to take me from this place, you will have the
goodness to arrange for me to go to Rome and on other
holy pilgrimages. May the Holy Trinity guard your life
and exalt your high station! Christ-bearer.

In his work, Libro de las profecias (Book of Prophecies),
Christopher Columbus wrote:

My hope iIn the One who created us all sustains me:
He is an ever present help in trouble..._When I was
extremely depressed, He raised me with His right hand,
saying, 'O man of little faith, get up, it is I; do not
be afraid.”

Christopher Columbus® real name was Cristobal Colon. He
encased his signature in an enigmatic triangular pattern, which
has been interpreted many ways, the most likely of which is:
S.S.A_S. being an abbreviation for Servus Sum Altissimi
Salvatoris (Servant 1 am of the Most High Savior); X being
abbreviation of the Greek name for Christ; M being an
abbreviation for Mary; Y being an abbreviation for either Yosephi
(Joseph), Yesu (Jesus) or Ysabel (lIsabella):

- S . (Servus)
.S. A .S. (Sum Altissimi Salvatoris)
X M Y (X-Greek Christ, Mary, Yosephi-Joseph)
:X.p-o. FERENS./ (Greco-Latin for "Christ-bearer').

Ferdinand Columbus, the son of Christopher, wrote iIn the
biography of his father, The Life of the Admiral Christopher
Columbus, an explanation of the meaning of his name:

So the surname of Colon which he revived was a
fitting one, because in Greek it means '"member,' and by
his proper name Christopher, men might know that he was
a member of Christ, by Whom he was sent for the
salvation of those people.

And if we give his name its Latin form, which is
Christophorus Colonus, we may say that just as St.
Christopher is reported to have gotten that name
because he carried Christ over deep waters with great
danger to himself, and just as he conveyed over people
whom no other could have carried, so the Admiral
Christophorus Colonus, asking Christ"s aid and
protection in that perilous pass, crossed over with his
company that the Indian nations might become dwellers
in the triumphant Church of Heaven.

There is reason to believe that many souls that
Satan expected to catch because they had not passed
through the waters of baptism were by the Admiral made
dwellers in the eternal glory of Paradise....

The Admiral was a well built man of more than
average statute, the face long, the cheeks somewhat
high, his body neither fat nor lean. He had an aquiline
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nose and light-colored eyes; his complexion too was
light and tending to bright red. In his youth his hair
was blonde, but when he reached the age of thirty, it
all turned white.

In eating and drinking, and in adornment of his
person, he was very moderate and modest. He was affable
in conversation with strangers and very pleasant to the
members of his household, though with a certain
gravity. He was so strict in matters of religion that
for fasting and saying prayers he might have been taken
for a member of a religious order.

He was so great an enemy of swearing and blasphemy
that 1 give my word I never heard him utter any other
oath than by St. Ferdinand!" and when he grew very
angry with someone, his rebuke was to say "God take
you!" for doing or saying that.

IT he had to write anything, he always began by
writing these words: I1ESUS cum MARIA sit nobis In via.
And so fine was his hand that he might have earned his
bread by that skill alone.

In his Historie de las Indias, Bartolome®™ de Las Casas
described Christopher Columbus:

In matters of the Christian religion, without
doubt he was a Catholic and of great devotion, for in
everything he did and said or sought to begin, he
always interposed "In the name of the Holy Trinity I
will do this,"™ or "launch this" or '"this will come to
pass."

In whatever letter or other thing he wrote, he put
at the head "Jesus and Mary be with us on the way,”™ and
of these writings of his in his own hand I have plenty
now In my possession. His oath was sometimes "l swear
by San Fernando;" when he sought to affirm something of
great importance in his letters on oath, especially in
writing to the Sovereigns, he said, "l swear that this
is true.”

He observed the fasts of the Church most
faithfully, confessed and made communion often, read
the canonical offices like a churchman or member of a
religious order, hated blasphemy and profane
swearing...seemed very grateful to God for benefits
received from the divine hand, wherefore, as in the
proverb, he hourly admitted that God had conferred upon
him great mercies, as upon David...

He was extraordinarily zealous for the divine
service; he desired and was eager for the conversion of
these people, and that in every region the faith of
Jesus Christ be planted and enhanced. And he was
especially affected and devoted to the idea that God
should deem him worthy of aiding somewhat in recovering
the Holy Sepulchre...

He was a gentleman of great force of spirit, of
lofty thoughts, naturally inclined (from what we may
gather of his life, deeds, writings and conversation)
to undertake worthy deeds and signal enterprises;
patient and long-suffering (as later shall appear), and
a forgiver of injuries, and wished nothing more than
that those who offended against him should recognize
their errors, and that the delinquents be reconciled
with him; most constant and endowed with forbearance in
the hardships and adversities which were always
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occurring and which were incredible and infinite; ever
holding great confidence in divine providence.

And verily, from what I have heard from him and

from my own father, who was with him when he returned
to colonize Hispaniola in 1493, and from others who
accompanied and served him, he held and always kept on
terms of intimate fidelity and devotion to the
Sovereigns.

On November 7, 1504, Columbus returned from his fourth and
last voyage. Weakened in his flesh, he suffered from gout,
arthritis and feverish deliriums. Just 19 days later, his heart
was further saddened by the news of Queen lIsabella®s death. Over
the next few years, Columbus occupied himself securing his house,
as well as obtaining positions for his descendants.

On May 20, 1506, he took a sudden turn for the worse. He
called to his bedside his brother Diego, his sons Ferdinand and
Diego, and his loyal captains. Christopher Columbus, as recorded
by his son Ferdinand, uttered as his last words the last words of
Christ:

In manus tuas, Domine, commendo spiritum meum.
(Into your hands, Father, I commend my soul.)

Isabella I (April 22, 1451-November 26, 1504), was the Queen of
Castile, who iIn 1481 married Ferdinand 11, King of Aragon,
thereby unifying Christian Spain. They successfully drove the
Moors from Granada and financed Christopher Columbus® expedition
to the Indies, which resulted in the discovery of America.

In her commission to Columbus, Queen Isabella recited that
the purpose of the voyage was:

For the Glory of God....it is hoped that by God"s
assistance some of the continents and islands in the
oceans will be discovered.

Queen Isabella informed the Pope of Columbus®™ attempt:

To bear the light of Christ west to the heathen
undiscovered lands.

On February 15, 1493, near the end of his return voyage from
having discovered America, Christopher Columbus sent
correspondence to their Highnesses, King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella of Spain, from on board the ship Caravel anchored off
the Canary Islands. He included in this correspondence a letter
addressed to Luis de Sant Angel, Treasurer of Aragon and
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who had helped substantially in
Ffitting out Columbus® expedition:

Praise be to our eternal God, our Lord, who gives
to all those who walk in His ways victory over all
things which seem impossible; of which this is signally
one, for, although others have spoken or written
concerning these countries, it was all conjecture, as
no one could say that he had seen them - it amounting
only to this, that those who heard listened the more,
and regarded the matter rather as a fable than anything
else.

But our Redeemer has granted this victory to our
illustrious King and Queen and their kingdoms, which
have acquired great fame by an event of such high
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importance, in which all Christendom ought to rejoice,
and which it ought to celebrate with great festivals
and the offering of solemn thanks to the Holy Trinity
with many sincere prayers, both for the great
exaltation which may accrue to them in turning so many
nations to our holy faith, and also for the temporal
benefits which will bring great refreshment and gain,
not only to Spain, but to all Christians.

Done on board the Caravel, off the Canary Islands,
on the fifteenth day of February, Fourteen hundred and
ninety-three. At your orders,

The Admiral.

Las Casas, Bartolome®™ de (August 1474-July 17, 1566), was called
"the Apostle of the Indies,” as he was one of the first Christian
missionaries to minister to the Indians of Latin America. The
Ffirst priest ordained in the New World, Las Casas became known
for his devotion to the oppressed and enslaved natives. He wrote
Apologetic History of the Indies (Apologetica Historia de las
Indias), 1530, which exposed the oppression of the Indians in the
forced labor "Encomienda™ system and influenced Madrid to enact
the New Laws, 1542, in the interest of Indian welfare. He also
provided a great literary service by copying Columbus® original
Journal of the First Voyage (El Libro de la Primera Navegacion)
into an abstract.

In his Apologetic History of the Indies, 1530, Bartolome® de
Las Casas stated:

It clearly appears that there are no races in the
world, however rude, uncultivated, barbarous, gross, or
almost brutal they may be, who cannot be persuaded and
brought to a good order and way of life, and made
domestic, mild and tractable, provided...the method
that is proper and natural to men is used; that is,
love and gentleness and kindness.

In the prologue of his book, Historia de las Indias, written
1550-63, translated by Rachel Phillips, Bartolome® de Las Casas
stated:

The main goal of divine Providence in the
discovery of these tribes and lands...is..._the
conversion and well-being of souls, and to this goal
everything temporal must necessarily be subordinated
and directed.

Criss-Cross (1475), originated from the Middle English Christ®s-
Cross, and earlier, 1390, from Cros-Kryst, was the mark + or X
written before the alphabet. (The Greek symbol X, abbreviation of
Christos, is of the same origin as X-mas for "Christmas."™)
Learning the "Criss-Cross Row," therefore, was the expression
used for learning the alphabet. The mark stood for the phrase
Christ-cross me speed (""May Christ"s Cross give me success'), an
invocation said before reciting the alphabet. The Criss-Cross
or Christ"s-Cross (X) was also a form of written oath before God
used when signing one®"s name on a document; and In the event a
person could not write, was used in place of their signature.

Michelangelo de Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni (March 6, 1475-
February 18, 1564), was one of the greatest artists in history.
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The son of Lodovico de Leonardo de Buonarroti Simoni, he lived
during the ltalian Renaissance and was known for his portrayal of
living strength and energy in his paintings, sculptures and
architectural designs. In 1508, he began painting the Sistine
Chapel and finished with the completion of the Last Judgment,
October 31, 1541. His sculptures include: David (1501-04), Moses
(1513-16), Bound Captives (1513-16) and The Pieta"™ (1498-99), a
touching depiction of Christ in His mother®s arms after He was
taken down from the cross.

In his Sonnet, Michelangelo wrote:

If it be true that any beautiful thing raises the
pure and just desire of man from earth to God, the
eternal fount of all, such I believe my love.

I live and love in God"s peculiar light.

Lord, grant that 1 may always desire to do more
than 1 can accomplish.

Luther, Martin (November 10, 1483-February 18, 1546), was the
leader of the Protestant Reformation in Germany, and was renowned
for his enduring literary contribution of translating the Bible
into the German language. He became an Augustinian friar and in
1507 was ordained. In 1510 he visited Rome, where he was shocked
by the worldliness. He received his doctorate of divinity and in
1512 was appointed professor of philosophy at the University of
Wittenberg, where he was promoted to the position of district
vicar.

Martin Luther preached daily, and grew immensely popular
through his exposition of the Holy Scriptures in the common
language. After objecting to the methods Johann Tetzel employed
to sell indulgences, Luther posted for debate his 95 Theses,
October 31, 1517. He was fiercely attacked, especially by Johann
Eck. On April 18, 1521, when the 21 year old Emperor Charles V
summoned him to Diet of Worms to renounce his views, Martin
Luther stated:

Here 1 stand; | can do no other. God help me.
Amen.

Declared an outlaw, Martin Luther was protected by Frederick
111 of Saxony in the Wartburg castle. There he translated the New
Testament into the German language in just six months. He
attempted to be a moderate, opposing the Peasant"s War and
resisting the more progressive elements of reformation. In 1525
he married a former nun and together they had six children.

Among his many works, Martin Luther wrote:

I am much afraid that schools will prove to be the
great gates of hell unless they diligently labor in
explaining the Holy Scriptures, engraving them in the
hearts of youth.

I advise no one to place his child where the
scriptures do not reign paramount. Every institution in
which men are not increasingly occupied with the Word
of God must become corrupt.

The Bible was written for men with a head upon
their shoulders

IT | profess with the loudest voice and clearest
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exposition every portion of the truth of God except
precisely that little point which the world and the
devil are at that moment attacking, I am not confessing
Christ, however boldly I may be professing Christ.

Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the

soldier i1s proved and to be steady on all the
battlefield besides is mere flight and disgrace if he
flinches at that one point.

Where there are no Christians, or perverse and
false Christians, it would be well for the authorities
to allow them, like heathens, to put away their wives,
and to take others, in order that they may not, with
their discordant lives, have two hells, both here and
there. But let them know that by their divorce they
cease to be Christians, and become heathens, and are in
the state of damnation.

In his life, Christ is an example, showing us how
to live; in his death, he is a sacrifice, satisfying
our sins; in his resurrection, a conqueror; in his
ascension, a king; in his intercession, a high
priest.

In 1529, Martin Luther wrote his hymn, A Mighty Fortress
(Ein “Feste Burg):

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing.

Our helper He amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.

Martin Luther wrote in his Table Talk, 1569:

Reason is the greatest enemy that faith has: it
never comes to the aid of spiritual things, but - more
frequently than not - struggles against the divine
Word, treating with contempt all that emanates from
God.

Martin Luther remarked:

Our Lord has written the promise of the
resurrection not In books alone, but in every leaf iIn
the springtime.

Latimer, Hugh (c.1485-October 16, 1555), was bishop of Worcester,
England, during the reign of King Henry VIIl. He refused to
condemn Martin Luther®s writings and strongly supported the
Protestant Reformation. He was imprisoned for a total of seven
years, after which Queen Mary I condemned him to be burned at the
stake. On October 16, 1555, while Hugh Latimer and Nicholas
Ridley were being brought to their place of execution at Oxford,
Latimer exhorted his companion:

Play the man, Master Ridley. We shall this day
light such a candle, by God"s grace, in England, as 1
trust shall never be put out.

Cortez, Hernando (1485-December 2, 1547), was the Spanish
explorer who conquered Mexico. In 1504, at the age of nineteen,
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Cortez came to the island of Hispaniola and was given a land
grant by Governor Diego Columbus, Christopher Columbus® son.
After establishing himself as a wealthy hidalgo, Cortez joined
Diego Velasquez in the conquest of Cuba in 1511. There he became
a gentleman farmer and alcalde (town mayor). In 1518, Governor
Velasquez commissioned Cortez to lead an expedition to the
Yucatan in Mexico, along with Captain Pedro de Alvarado.

On February 10, 1519, before embarking for Mexico, Cortez
addressed his force of approximately 500 men, supplied with
sixteen horses and ten cannons:

Soldiers of Spain, we are standing upon the verge
of the greatest adventure ever undertaken by so small a
body of men. We now leave the known world behind us:
from this time forth we plunge into a region never
before trodden by men of our race or religion. The
hazards of this adventure I shall not dwell upon; they
are well estimated by the bravest among you.
But 1 speak now of the immortal glory you will
bring to Spanish arms, and to yourselves, the
successful accomplishment of the mission before us. The
shores we shall storm are lined with teeming millions
of savages, unfriendly if not openly hostile.
We have only our swords and our good right arms to
protect us against their overwhelming numbers.
Therefore let not childish strife or inner dissension
weaken the front we must present to the enemy. If we go
as united as we go courageously, we have nothing to
fear, nothing to lose....
We are on a crusade. We are marching as Christians
into a land of infidels. We seek not only to subdue
boundless territory in the name of our Emperor Don
Carlos, but to win millions of unsalvaged souls to the
True Faith.._..
Let us therefore enter upon our labors, so
auspiciously begun, and in the name of our God and our
Emperor carry them joyously, confidently to a
triumphant conclusion.

Shortly after landing, on July 10, 1519, Hernando Cortez
sent his First Dispatch to Queen Juana and her son, Charles V,
from the city he founded, named Vera Cruz (City of the True
Cross). In the dispatch, he stated:

It seems most credible that our Lord God has
purposefully allowed these lands to be discovered...so
that Your Majesties may be fruitful and deserving in
His sight by causing these barbaric tribes to be
enlightened and brought to the faith by Your hand.

Cortez then ordered his ships sunk in the harbor, causing
his men to realize they either had to be victorious or die. In an
era of Crusades to free the Holy Land from the Turks, and his own
country having just driven the last of the Moors from Granada
less than thirty years prior, Cortez led his troops inland as
Crusaders in a Holy cause.

At the same time the Reformation began in Europe through
Martin Luther, Cortez embarked to free a nation from barbaric
pagan cannibalism. His troops soon met with one horrendous sight
after another: human hearts that had been cut out of living
prisoners found nailed to temple walls; pyramid style temples
covered with human blood; bodies of men and boys without arms or
legs; human skulls stacked on poles; hundreds of thousands of
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human skulls regularly arranged in piles; gnawed human bones
piled in houses and streets; wooden houses, built with gratings,
Jammed full of captives being fattened up for sacrifice; pagan
priests matted with dried human blood, cover with the stench of
carrion, practicing sodomy; humans sacrificed on pagan altars and
then rolled down temple steps where frenzied hoards ate their
bodies; devotees eating the fresh carcasses of those who were
sacrificed; roasted human arms, legs and heads; warriors eating
the corpses of those they slew in battle, etc.... This was a
result of their religion, which believed that all the universe
was one and that people were just a part of the universe. They
believed that the Sun god needed human blood to live and that the
Aztecs were responsible to feed him the blood he needed daily.

As the Spanish troops went from town to town, the Indian
tribes were elated that they would be set free from the Aztec
rule. Cortez immediately freed the captives awaiting sacrifice,
broke the idols, rolling them down the temple steps, erected a
cross and preached Christ unto them. Francisco Lopez de Gomara,
Cortez"™ personal secretary and chaplain, reported one such
instance in Cozumel:

So Jeronimo de Aguilar preached to them about
salvation, and, either because of what he told them, or
because of the beginning they had already made, they
were pleased to have their idols cast down, and they
even assisted at it, breaking into small pieces what
they had formerly held sacred. And soon our Spaniards
had left not a whole idol standing, and in each chapel
they set up a Cross or the image of Our Lady, whom all
the islanders worshipped with prayer and great
devotion. ...

They begged Cortez to leave someone behind to
teach them to believe in the God of the Christians; but
he did not dare consent, for fear they might kill the
preacher, and also because he had few priests and
friars with him. And in this he did wrong, in view of
their earnest request and supplications.

After defeating the Tabascan tribe, Cortez preached to them
through the interpretation of Jeronimo de Aguilar, a Catholic
priest who had been shipwrecked on Yucatan eight years earlier
and had learned the language. As reported by Gomara:

Cortez told them of their blindness and great
vanity in worshipping many gods and making sacrifices
of human blood to them, and in thinking that those
images, being mute and soulless, made by the Indians
with their own hands, were capable of doing good or
harm. He then told them of a single God, Creator of
Heaven and earth and men, whom the Christians worshiped
and served, and whom all men should worship and serve.
In short, after he had explained the Mysteries to
them, and how the Son of God had suffered on the Cross,
they accepted it and broke up their idols. Thus it was
that with great reverence, before a large concourse of
Indians, and with many tears on the part of the
Spaniards, a Cross was erected in the temple of
Potonchan, and our men first, kneeling, kissed and
worshiped it, and after them the Indians.

Meeting resistance with the Cempoallan tribe, before they
finally relented, one of Cortez®™ men suggested accommodating them
for the time being. Cortez adamantly replied:
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How can we ever accomplish anything worth doing
for the honour of God if we do not first abolish these
sacrifices made to idols?

Cortez and his men fought numerous battles against
insurmountable odds. His small band repeatedly engaged
victoriously against the deadly spears, arrows and ambushments of
the murderous tribes. Cortez would not have been so successful if
it had not been for the Indian tribes who fought along side him
as he championed their cause of being free from the bloody
Aztecs, who continually required quotas of prisoners to be
sacrificed. In giving battle instructions to his troops, Cortez
exhorted:

Sirs, let us follow our banner which bears the
sign of the Holy Cross, and through it we shall
conquer!

When ambassadors from Montezuma arrived bearing gifts for
them, Cortez took the opportunity to preach to them through an
interpreter. Bernal Diaz del Castillo, a soldier who served with
Cortez, recorded the scene:

When Tendile and Pitalpitoque [ambassadors of
Montezuma] saw us thus kneeling, as they were very
intelligent, they asked what was the reason that we
humbled ourselves before a tree cut in that particular
way. As Cortez heard this remark he said to the Padre
de la Merced who was present: "It is a good
opportunity, father, as we have good material at hand,
to explain through our interpreters matters touching
our holy faith."
And then he delivered a discourse to the Caciques
so fitting to the occasion that no good theologian
could have bettered it.
After telling them that we were Christians and
relating all matters pertaining to our holy religion,
he told them that their idols were not good but evil
things which would take flight at the presence of the
sign of the cross, for on a similar cross the Lord of
Heaven and earth and all created things suffered
passion and death; that it is He whom we adore and in
whom we believe, our true God, Jesus Christ, who had
been willing to suffer and die in order to save the
whole human race; that the third day He rose again and
is now in heaven; and that by Him we shall all be
Judged.
Cortez said many other things very well expressed,
which they would report them to their prince Montezuma.
Cortez also told them that one of the objects for which
our great Emperor had sent us to their country was to
abolish human sacrifices and the other evil rites which
they practiced.

Upon reaching Mexico city, Montezuma asked Cortez if he was
the god Quetzalcoatl, who was predicted to return from the east,
as a white man with a beard and blue eyes, to stamp out human
sacrifice and deliver the oppressed. Cortez replied:

It was true that we came from where the sun rose,
and were the vassals and servants of a great Prince
called the Emperor Don Carlos, who held beneath his
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sway many and great princes, and that the Emperor
having heard of him and what a great prince he was, had
sent us to these parts to see him, and to beg them to
become Christians, the same as our Emperor and all of
us, so that his soul and those of all his vassals might
be saved.

Montezuma was in awe of Cortez and his men, primarily
because of the signs and portents that had ominously foretold
Quetzalcoatl™s return and the end of the Aztec empire, such as:
the water of the lake around Mexico City boiling over due to
volcanic eruption, the sky being lit with northern lights,
comets, earthquakes, the temple of the sun god catching fire, the
king®"s sister revived from her grave saying strange beings would
enter the country and ruin it, an eerie wailing noise at night,
etc... According to soldier Bernal Diaz del Castillo®"s account,
Cortez discoursed with Montezuma further:

We told them we were Christians and worshipped one
true and only God, named Jesus Christ, who suffered
death and passion to save us, and we told them that a
cross (when they asked why we worshipped it) was a sign
of the other Cross on which our Lord God was crucified
for our salvation; and that the death and passion which
he suffered was for the salvation of the whole human
race, which was lost, and that this our God rose on the
third day and is now in heaven, and it is He who made
the heavens and the earth, the sea and the sands, and
created all the things that are in the world, and He
sends the rain and the dew, and nothing happens iIn the
world without His holy will.
That we believe in Him and worship Him; but that
those whom they look upon as gods are not so, but are
devils, which are worse, and they could see that they
were evil and of little worth, for where we had set up
crosses such as those his ambassadors had seen, they
dared not appear before them, through fear of them, and
that as time went on they would notice this....
He explained to him very clearly about creation of
the world, and how we are all brothers, sons of one
father and one mother who were called Adam and Eve, and
how such a brother as our great Emperor, grieving for
the perdition of so many souls, such as those which
their idols were leading to Hell, where they burn in
living flames, had sent us, so that after what he
[Montezuma] had now heard he would put a stop to it and
they would no longer adore these ldols or sacrifice
Indian men and women to them, for we were all brethren,
nor should they commit sodomy or thefts.
He also told them that, in the course of time, our
Lord and King would send some men among us who lead
very holy lives, much better than we do, who will
explain to them all about it, for at present we merely
came to give them due warning. And so he prayed him to
do what he was asked and carry it into effect.

After that, Montezuma showed Cortez and his men their
temples. There was a theatre made of human skulls and mortar,
wherein Gonzalo de Umbria counted 136,000 skulls, which included
those in the steps and on poles. A tower was made of skulls too
numerous to count. There were obsidian knives, stone altars,
black-robed priests with hair matted down with human blood, idols
with basins for human blood, walls and steps covered with human

Page 31



American Quotations.txt
blood and gore, an idol made out of seeds kneaded and ground with
the blood of virgins and babies, pits where the human bodies were
thrown after people had eaten off the arms and legs, etc....
Bernal Diaz del Castillo recorded Cortez® comments to
Montezuma after viewing all the horrible sights:

Our Captain said to Montezuma through our
interpreter, half laughing: "'Sefior Montezuma, 1 do not
understand how such a great Prince and wise man as you
are has not come to the conclusion, in your mind, that
these idols of yours are not gods, but evil things that
are called devils, and so that you may know it and all
your priests may see it clearly, do me the favour to
approve of my placing a cross here on the top of this
tower."

Soon after, Cortez placed Montezuma under house arrest iIn
his own palace, destroyed the pagan idols and caused a great
uproar in the city. Montezuma, who had developed a friendship
with Cortez, tried to quell the rage, only to be pelted with
rocks by his own people. Deeply depressed and feeling a seemingly
providential loss of control over his empire and his life,
Montezuma died soon after. Bernal Diaz del Castillo recalled the
Spaniards response:

Cortez wept for him, and all of us Captains and
soldiers, and there was no man among us who knew him
and was intimate with him, who did not bemoan him as
though he were our father, and it is not to be wondered
at, considering how good he was.

Cortez then fought his way out of the city with a miraculous
fight, although with great loss to his ranks. He then battled
overwhelming thousands of Aztecs in fighting his way back to the
coast. After several months of recovery, Cortez decided to mount
a last final attack on Mexico City.

On December 26, 1520, Cortez addressed his force of 540
soldiers and 40 cavalry, who were armed with eighty crossbows and
nine muskets, saying:

My brothers, | give many thanks to Jesus Christ to
see you now cured of your wounds and free from
sickness. 1 am glad to find you armed and eager to

return to Mexico to avenge the deaths of your comrades
and recover that great city. This, 1 trust in God, we
shall soon do, because we have with us Tlazcala and
many other provinces, and because you are who you are,
and the enemies the same as they have been, and we
shall do so for the Christian Faith that we proclaim...

The principal reason for our coming to these parts
is to glorify and preach the Faith of Jesus Christ....

We cast down their idols, put a stop to their
sacrificing and eating of men, and began to convert the
Indians during the few days we were in Mexico.

It is not fitting that we abandon all that good
that we began, rather, we should go wherever our Faith
and the sins of our enemies call us.

They, indeed, deserve a great whipping and
punishment, because, if you remember, the people of the
city, not satisfied with killing an infinite number of
men, women, and children in sacrifices to their gods
(devils, rather), eat them afterward, a cruel thing,
abhorrent to God and punished by Him, and one which all
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good men, especially Christians, abominate, forbid, and
chastise.

Moreover, without penalty or shame, they commit
that accursed sin because of which five cities, along
with Sodom, were burned and destroyed.

Well, then, what greater or better reward could
one desire here on earth than to uproot these evils and
plant the Faith among such cruel men, by proclaiming
the Holy Gospel?

Let us go, then, and serve God, honor our nation,
magnify our King, and enrich ourselves, for the
conquest of Mexico is all these things. Tomorrow, with
the help of God, we shall begin.

In 1521, Hernando Cortez and his men conquered Mexico City
and ended the Aztec empire. Inscribed on his coat of arms was the
latin phrase:

Judicium Domini apprehendit eos, et fortitudo ejus
corroboravit bracchium meum. (The judgement of the Lord
overtook them; His might strengthened my arm.)

Pare®, Ambroise (1510-December 20, 1590), was a pioneer French
surgeon, who greatly raised the standard of surgery. Rising to
fame as a field surgeon in the French army, he discarded the
common practice of cauterization, (using hot irons and boiling
oils in the sealing of wounds), in favor of cleansing wounds with
ointments and performing ligatures, surgically tying off major
arteries. Ambroise Pare® was so successful that he was appointed
to the court and served four different kings.

The favorite saying of Ambroise Pare" was:

1 treated him, God cured him.

Knox, John (c.1514-November 24, 1572), was the leader of the
Protestant Reformation in Scotland. He was active in the English
Reformation until he fled from Queen Mary I in 1554_. He went to
Geneva, became a follower of John Calvin, and in 1559 he returned
to Scotland. In 1560, when Protestantism became the state
religion, John Knox grew in political influence and opposed Mary
Queen of Scots. His written works include: First Blast of the
Trumpets Against the Monstrous Regiment of Women (1556-58) and
the Book of Common Order, which regulated Scottish worship.

John Knox stated:

A man with God is always in the majority.

William 1 (April 24, 1533-July 10, 1584), known as William the
Silent, was the founder of Dutch independence. He became Prince
of Orange (1544) and ruler of Holland, Zeeland and Utrecht
(1599). He had served Charles V, King of Spain, as Commander of
the troops in France. When Charles died, Philip Il became Kking.
Philip not only hated William, but proceeded to stamp out the
Protestants in Holland. William 1 could not permit this
persecution and turned on the king, eventually gaining freedom
from Spain and forming the Dutch Republic, becoming the first
stadtholder of the independent Northern Province in 1579. In
1581, Philip offered a bounty for William®"s death and three years
later he was assassinated. William I"s last words were:
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My God, have mercy on my soul and on my poor
people.

Elizabeth 1 (September 7, 1533-March 24, 1603), the Queen of
England and lIreland, 1558-1603, was the last Tudor monarch. She
was the daughter of Henry VIIl and Anne Boleyn. After her navy,
under Sir Francis Drake, destroyed the Spanish Armada in 1588,
England was established as a major European power.

In 1558, in answer to the question at her Coronation as to
the presence of Christ in the Sacrament, Queen Elizabeth 1
stated:

Christ was the Word that spake it,
He took the bread and brake it,
And what that Word did make it,

1 do believe and take it.

Queen Elizabeth 1 asserted:

I am your Queen. I will never be by violence
constrained to do anything. 1 thank God I am endued
with such qualities that if I were turned out of the
Realm in my petticoat | were able to live in any place
in Christendom.

In 1601, in The Golden Speech, Queen Elizabeth stated:

Though God hath raised me high, yet this 1 count
the glory of my crown: that I have reigned with your
loves.

Regarding her epitaph, Queen Elizabeth I stated to her
ladies:

I am no lover of pompous title, but only desire
that my name may be recorded in a line or two, which
shall briefly express my name, my virginity, the years
of my reign, the reformation of religion under it, and
my preservation of peace.

Raleigh, Sir Walter (c.1552-October 29, 1618), was an English
navigator, writer, courtier and colonizer. He explored the
eastern seaboard of America and named it "Virginia" after the
"Virgin Queen'" Elizabeth 1. Sir Walter Raleigh received the first
colonial grant to colonize America in 1584, resulting the ill-
fated Lost Colony. The charter he was granted authorized him to
enact statutes for the government of the proposed colony,
provided that:

They be not against the true Christian Faith....

Sir Walter Raleigh®"s valor in the attacks on Cadiz (1596)
and the Azores (1597) gained him renown. He was later imprisoned
by King James I in the Tower of London (1603-16), where he
devoted himself to writing poetry and his History of the World.
Though freed for two years, the king had him executed for treason
in 1618.

In his Bible, found in the Gatehouse at Westminster after
his death, Sir Walter Raleigh left this version of one of his
earlier poems:
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Even such is time, that takes iIn trust
Our youth, our joys, our all we have,

And pays us but with age and dust;

Who in the dark and silent grave,

When we have wandered all our ways,

Shuts up the story of our days.

And from which earth, and grave, and dust,
The Lord shall raise me up, 1| trust.

Bacon, Sir Francis (January 22, 1561-April 9, 1626), the Baron
Verulam, Viscount St. Albans, was an English philosopher,
essayist, courtier, jurist and statesman. He was Lord Keeper of
the Great Seal under King James 1. As Lord Chancellor of England
(1618-21), he was significantly responsible for the formulation
and acceptance of the scientific method, which stressed gathering
data from experimentation and induction rather than through the
practice of philosophical deduction promulgated by Aristotle. Sir
Francis Bacon was responsible for helping to found the Royal
Society of London. He wrote:

There are two books laid before us to study, to
prevent our falling into error; first, the volume of
Scriptures, which reveal the will of God; then the
volume of the Creatures, which express His power.

There never was found, in any age of the world,
either philosophy, or sect, or religion, or law, or
discipline, which did so highly exalt the good of the
community, and increase private and particular good as
the holy Christian faith. Hence, it clearly appears
that it was one and the same God that gave the
Christian law to men, who gave the laws of nature to
the creatures.

Regarding science, Sir Francis Bacon described it as:

A rich storehouse for the glory of the Creator and
the relief of man®s estate.

In his work, The Advancement of Learning, book Il, Sir
Francis Bacon expressed:

But men must know that in this theater of man's
life it is reserved only for God and the angels to be
lookers on.

All good moral philosophy is but the handmaid to
religion.

In his treatise entitled, OF Atheism, Sir Francis Bacon
declared:

A little philosophy inclineth man®s mind to
atheism, but depth in philosophy bringeth men®s minds
about to religion.

Sir Francis Bacon, as recorded in the Literary and Religious
Works of Francis Bacon, Volume 11, stated:

I believe that the Word of God, whereby His will
is revealed, continued in revelation and tradition with
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Moses; and that the Scriptures were from Moses® time to
the time of the Apostles and Evangelists; in whose
ages, after the coming of the Holy Ghost, the teacher
of all truth, the book of Scripture was shut and
closed, so as to receive no new addition, and the
Church hath no power after the Scriptures to teach or
command anything contrary to the written word.

1 believe that Jesus, the Lord, became in the
flesh a sacrificer and a sacrifice for sin; a
satisfaction and price paid to the justice of God; a
meriter of Glory and the Kingdom; a pattern of all
righteousness; a preacher of the Word, which Himself
was; a Ffinisher of the ceremonies; a cornerstone to
remove the separation between Jew and Gentile; an
intercessor for the Church; a Lord of nature in his
miracles; a conqueror of death and the power of
darkness in His resurrection;
and that He fulfilled the whole counsel of God;

performing all His sacred offices, and anointing on
earth, accomplishing the whole work of the redemption
and restitution of man to a state superior to the
angels, whereas the state of man by creation was
inferior; and reconciled and established all things
according to the eternal will of the Father.

Lord Bacon stated:

The reason why religion is universally and justly
represented as essential to the prosperity of states,
is not less obvious than the act. The object of
government is to enforce among individuals the
observance of the moral law, and states are prosperous
in proportion as this object is attained. But the only
effectual sanction to this law is the Christian
religion. Hence a government which neglects the care of
religion is guilty of the folly of promulgating laws
unaccompanied with any adequate sanction of requiring
the community to obey without presenting to their minds
the motives that generally induce to a prompt and
cheerful obedience. Under these circumstances, the only
resource left to the public authorities is mere
physical force; and experience has abundantly shown
that this is wholly ineffectual, excepting as an aid
and supplement, in particular cases, to the moral
influences, which alone can be depended on for the
preservation of the tranquillity and good order of
society. There are persons, and even parties, who, at
the very moment when the use of physical force as an
engine of government is discredited and abandoned, seem
to be laboring with a sort of frantic energy to destroy
the influence of all the moral motives that can be
substituted for it, - more especially religion. | have
said, and I repeat, that if while we abandon the use of
physical force as an engine of maintaining order we
should also discard the only valuable and effectual
moral influence, and leave the individual to the
undirected guidance of his own selfish passions, our
institutions will be found to be impracticable, and
society will fall into a state of dissolution.

In 1626, Sir Francis Bacon wrote in his Last Will and
Testament:
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I bequeath my soul to God....My body to be buried
obscurely. For my name and memory, I leave it to men"s
charitable speeches, and to foreign nations, and the
next age.

Galilei, Galileo (February 15, 1564-January 8, 1642), was an
Italian mathematical physicist and astronomer who conceived of
the idea for the isochronous pendulum, the sector-compass and
developed the concept of mathematical laws governing the
universe. He made the first practical use of the telescope,
through which he observed sunspots; the phases of Venus; and
discovered the four bright satellites of Jupiter. The first
mathematician at the University of Pisa, Galileo discovered the
Law of Falling Bodies and provided an alternative to Aristotelian
dynamics. His work gave credence to Nicolaus Copernicus”
heliocentric theory, where the sun is the center of the solar
system, in place of Ptolemy"s geocentric theory, which had placed
the earth at the center.

Galileo Galilei stated:

I am inclined to think that the authority of Holy
Scripture is intended to convince men of those truths
which are necessary for their salvation, which, being
far above man®"s understanding, can not be made credible
by any learning, or any other means than revelation by
the Holy Spirit.

In reference to the Bible, Galileo pronounced:

As to the (physical) propositions which are stated
but not rigorously demonstrated, anything contrary to
the Bible involved in them must be considered
undoubtedly false and should be proved so by every
possible means.

In a letter, Galileo wrote:

I send you a rose, which ought to please you
extremely, seeing what a rarity it is at this season.
And with the rose you must accept its thorns, which
represent the bitter suffering of our Lord, while the
green leaves represent the hope we may entertain, that
through the same sacred passion we, having passed
through the darkness of this short winter of our mortal
life, may attain to the brightness and felicity of an
eternal spring in Heaven.

Shakespeare, William (christened April 26, 1564-April 23, 1616),
was an English playwright, poet and actor manager, whose works
have had an enduring worldwide impact. He was born and educated
at Stratford-upon-Avon in Warwickshire, the son of a prosperous
glover. He married Ann Hathaway in 1582, and together they had
three children. Moving to London c.1589, he established himself
as an actor and playwright. In 1594 he began working with Lord
Chamberlain®s Men, and in 1598 became a shareholding director in
the Globe Theatre. During the plague of 1592-94, which cause a
temporary closure of the theatre, he wrote the sonnets, Venus and
Adonis and The Rape of Lucrece. In 1603, with the accession of
King James 1, the company became the King"s Men, and bought the
Blackfriars Theatre. Due to wise investments, Shakespeare was
able to retire in 1610 and continued writing until 1613. Among
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the 37 plays that bear his name, the most popular include:
Hamlet; Julius Caesar; Richard I11; Macbeth; Othello; Henry 1V;
and A Midsummer Night"s Dream.

In 1591,
Sixth,

In line

In Part

William
93, act I, scene

Shakespeare introduced his play, King Henry the

in which he wrote in Part 11, act Il, scene i, line 34:

Blessed are the peacemakers on earth.
66, he wrote:

Now, God be praised, that to the believing souls
Gives light in darkness, comfort in despair!

In scene 111, line 55, he exclaimed:

In King

97, Shakespeare

none.

In line

In line

God defend the right!
111, act V, scene v, line 7, he penned:

So part we sadly in this troublous world
To meet with joy in sweet Jerusalem.

Shakespeare wrote in King Richard the Third, 1592-
iv:

0, 1 have passed a miserable night,

So full of ugly sights, of ghastly dreams,
That, as 1 am a Christian faithful man,

I would not spend another such a night,
Though “twere to but a world of happy days.

Before 1 be convict by course of law,

To threaten me with death is most unlawful.

I charge you, as you hope for any goodness,

By Christ®s dear blood shed for our grievous sins
That you depart and lay no hands on me.

Richard the Second, 1595-96, act IV, scene i, line
wrote:

Many a time hath banished Norfolk fought

For Jesus Christ in glorious Christian field,

Streaming the ensign of the Christian Cross,
And there at Venice, gave

His body to that pleasant country®s earth,

And his pure soul unto his captain Christ,

Under whose colors he had fought so long.

170, Shakespeare wrote:

So Judas did to Christ: but he, in twelve,
Found truth in all but one; I, in twelve thousand,

God save the king! Will no man say, amen?
239, he wrote:

Some of you with Pilate wash your hands,
Showing an outward pity.

In the play, The Merchant of Venice, act I, scene ii, line
59, Shakespeare penned:
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God made him, and therefore let him pass for a
man .

In scene 111, line 99, he wrote:

Mark you this, Bassanio:
The devil can cite Scripture for his own purpose.
An evil soul, producing holy witness,
Is like a villain with a smiling cheek,
A goodly apple rotten at the heart.

In act 1V, scene i, line 184, he wrote:

The quality of mercy is not strained,

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blessed;
It blessed him that gives and him that takes:
Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown;

His scepter shows the force of temporal power,
The attribute to awe and majesty,

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of Kkings,
But mercy is above this sceptered sway,

It is enthroned in the hearts of Kings,

It is an attribute to God himself,

And earthly power doth then show likest God"s
When mercy seasons justice. Therefore. ..
Though justice be thy plea, consider this,
That in the course of justice, none of us
Should see salvation: we do pray for mercy,
And that same prayer doth teach us all to render
The deeds of mercy.

In his play, King Henry the Fourth, Part I, act i, scene 1,
line 18, published in 1598, Shakespeare wrote:

Therefore friends,
As far as to the sepulchre of Christ,
Whose soldier now, under whose blessed cross
We are Impressed and engaged to fight....
To chase these pagans in those holy fields.
Over whose acres walk"d those blessed feet,
Which fourteen hundred years ago were nail"d
For our advantage on the bitter cross.

In King Henry the Fifth, 1598-1600, act 111, scene vi, line
181, William Shakespeare wrote:

We are in God"s hand.

In act IV, scene i, line 309, he wrote:

0 God of battles! steel my soldiers” hearts;
Possess them not with fear; take from them now
The sense of reckoning, if the opposed numbers
Pluck their hearts from them.

In Hamlet, 1600-01, act I, scene 1, Shakespeare wrote:
Some say - that ever “gainst that season comes
Wherein our Saviour®s birth is celebrated
The bird of dawning singeth all night long.
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In act 111, scene i, line 150, he wrote:

I have heard of your paintings too, well enough;
God has given you one face, and you make
yourselves another.

In scene i1v, line 149, he wrote:

Confess yourself to heaven;
Repent what"s past; avoid what is to come.

In act V, scene i, line 84, he wrote:
A politician...one that would circumvent God.

William Shakespeare wrote in Othello, 1604-05, act 1, scene
i, line 108:

You are one of those that will not serve God if
the devil bid you.

In act Il, scene iii, line 106, he wrote:

Well, God"s above all; and there be souls must be
saved,
and there be souls must not be saved.

In line 293, he wrote:

0 God! that men should put an enemy iIn their
mouths to steal away their brains; that we should, with
joy, pleasance, revel, and applause, transform
ourselves into beasts.

William Shakespeare wrote in King Henry the Eighth, 1613,
act 111, scene i1, line 456:

Had 1 but served my God with half the zeal
I served my king, he would not in mine age
Have left me naked to mine enemies.

In act V, scene v, line 51, he wrote:

Whenever the bright sun of heaven shall shine,
His honor and the greatness of his name
Shall be, and make new nations.

William Shakespeare remarked:

God"s goodness hath been great to thee;
Let never day nor night unhallowed pass,
But still remember what the Lord hath done.

In his last Will, dated the year of his death, 1616, the
First clause reads:

In the name of God, Amen! 1, William Shakespeare,
of Stratford-upon-Avon, in the county of Warr., gent.,
in perfect health and memory, God be praised, do make
and ordain this my last will and testament in manner
and form following, that is to say, Ffirst, | commend my
soul into the hands of God, my Creator, hoping and
assuredly believing, through the only merits of Jesus
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Christ, my Saviour, to be made partaker of life
everlasting, and my body to the earth whereof it is
made .

Carved on William Shakespeare"s Tombstone are the lines:

Good Friend For Jesus Sake Forbeare,
To Digg The Dust Enclosed Heare.
Blese Be Ye Man Spares Thes Stones,
And Curst Be He Moves My Bones.

St. Johns River Settlement, Florida (June 30, 1564), was
established by Rene de Laudonniere, who led a group of French
Huguenots (Protestants from France) to colonize and build Fort
Caroline near present-day Jacksonville, Florida. Rene de
Laudonniere recorded:

We sang a psalm of Thanksgiving unto God,
beseeching Him that it would please Him to continue His
accustomed goodness towards us.

Quiros, Pedro Fernandez de (1565-1615) was a Spanish explorer. In
1606, he sailed the Pacific Ocean, from Callao, Peru as far as
the New Hebrides. In search of a reported southland, he landed on
an island, planted a large cross and read the proclamation from
which Australia got its name:

1, Captain Pedro Fernandez de Quiros...hoist this
emblem of the Holy Cross on which His person was
crucified and whereon He gave His life for the ransom
and remedy of all the human race....On this Day of
Pentecost, 14 May 1606....1 take possession of all this
part of the South as far as the pole in the name of
Jesus. .. .From now on, shall be called the Southern Land
of the Holy Ghost [La Terra Australia del Espiritu
Santo]...to the end that to all the natives, in all the
said lands, the holy and sacred evangel may be preached
zealously and openly.

Brewster, William (1567-April 1644), was a founder of the
Plymouth Colony in New England. He helped lead the Separatist
movement in England, 1606, allowing the nonconformists to meet
for worship at his home in Scrooby, England. He escaped religious
persecution by fleeing with the Separatists to Holland, 1608.
There he taught at the University of Leyden, Holland, and
published religious books which were banned in England. Sailing
with the Pilgrims on the Mayflower, he signed of the Mayflower
Compact, 1620. Elected a ruling elder of the Plymouth Colony, he
performed a major role in the civil and religious affairs of the
colony.

Governor William Bradford gave account of William Brewster~s
influence on the Separatist movement from its early beginnings:

Mr. Brewster went and lived in the country...till
the Lord revealed Himself further to him. In the end,
the tyranny of the bishops against godly preachers and
people, in silencing the former and persecuting the
latter, caused him and many more to look further into
things, and to realize the unlawfulness of their
episcopal callings, and to feel the burden of their

Page 41



American Quotations.txt
many antichristian corruptions, which both he and they
endeavoured to throw off....

After they had joined themselves together in
communion, as was mentioned earlier, he was a special
help and support to them. On the Lord"s day they
generally met at his house, which was a manor of the
bishop®s, and he entertained them with great kindness
when they came, providing for them at heavy expense to
himself. He was the leader of those who were captured
at Boston in Lincolnshire, suffering the greatest loss,
and was one of the seven who were kept longest in
prison and afterwards bound over to the assizes.

After he came to Holland he suffered much
hardship, having spent most of his means....Towards the
latter part of those twelve years spent in Holland, his
circumstances improved...for through his knowledge of
Latin he was able to teach many foreign students
English. By his method they acquired it quickly and
with great fluency, for he drew up rules to learn it
by, after the manner of teaching Latin; and many
gentlemen, both Danes and Germans, came to him, some of
the beings sons of distinguished men....

He labored in the fields as long as he was able;
yet when the church had no other minister he taught
twice every Sabbath, and that both powerfully and
profitably, to the great edification and comfort of his
hearers, many being brought to God by his ministry.

In 1608, after the agreement to separate from the church of
England, the Separatists of the Scrooby congregation covenanted
together to form a church:

They shook off the yoke of antichristian bondage,
and as ye Lord"s free people, joyned themselves (by a
covenant of the Lord) into a church estate, in ye
fellowship of ye Gospel, to walke in all his wayes,
made known or to be made known unto them, according to
their best endeavours, whatsoever it should cost them,
the Lord assisting them.

On December 15, 1617, William Brewster and the
congregation®s pastor, John Robinson, wrote a letter from Leyden,
Holland, to Sir Edwin Sandys, a London financier, in which they
explained the Separatists®™ situation and plans:

Knit together as a body in most strict and sacred
bond and covenant of the lord, of the violation whereof
we make great conscience, and by virtue whereof we so
hold ourselves straitly tied to all care of each
other®s good, and of the whole by everyone and so
mutually.

In 1629, when a church was founded at Salem in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, William Brewster made this comment:

The church that had been brought over the ocean
now saw another church, the first-born in America,
holding the same faith in the same simplicity of
self-government under Christ alone.

In 1644, Governor William Bradford wrote of the death of Mr.
William Brewster:
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About the 18th of April died their reverend elder,

my dear and loving friend, Mr. William Brewster, a man
who had done and suffered much for the Lord Jesus and
the gospel®s sake, and had borne his part in the weal
or woe with this poor persecuted church for over
thirty-five years in England, Holland, and this
wilderness, and had done the Lord and them faithful
service In his calling. Notwithstanding the many
troubles and sorrows he passed through, the Lord upheld
him to a great age.

Kepler, Johannes (December 27, 1571-November 15, 1630), was the
German founder of physical astronomy. He discovered the laws
governing planetary motion and pioneered the discipline of
celestial mechanics, known as Kepler®s Laws, which aided Newton
in his formulation of the theory of gravitation. He advanced
Copernicus®™ heliocentric theory of the solar system, with the
planets revolving around the sun instead of the earth. His
publishing of the ephemeris tables, necessary for plotting star
movement, contributed to the theory of calculus.

In regard to his invaluable scientific discoveries, Johannes
Kepler declared:

0, Almighty God, 1 am thinking Thy thoughts after
Thee! Nothing holds me! I will indulge in my sacred
fury, 1 will triumph over mankind by the proud
confession that 1 have stolen the golden vases to build
up a tabernacle for my God, far away from the confines
of Egypt. If you forgive me, 1 rejoice; 1f you be
angry, | can bear it. The die is cast; the book is
written, to be read either now or by posterity, | care
not which. It may be well to wait a century for a
reader, as God has waited six thousand years for an
observer.

In the conclusion of his treatise, Harmony of Worlds,
Johannes Kepler wrote:

I thank Thee, my Creator and Lord, that Thou hast
given me this joy in Thy creation, this delight in the
works of Thy hands; I have shown the excellency of Thy
works unto man, so far as my finite mind was able to
comprehend Thine infinity; 1If 1 have said aught of Thy
glory, graciously forgive it.

In Homage to the Book, Johannes Kepler stated:

We astronomers say, with the common people, the
planets stand still or go down; the sun rises or sets.
How much less should we require than the Scriptures of
Divine inspiration, setting aside the common mode of
speech, should shape their words according to the model
of the natural scientist, and, by employing a dark and
inappropriate phraseology about things which surpass
the comprehension of those whom it designs to instruct,
perplex the people of God, and thus obstruct its own
way towards the attainment of the far more exalted
object at which It aims.

Donne, John (1572-March 31, 1631), was one of England®s greatest
poets. He was the chaplain to King James 1, 1615, and dean of St.
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Paul"s, London. Educated at Oxford and Cambridge, his works have
inspired many writers. With imagery being drawn from Scholastic
philosophy and 17th-century scientific thought, his most famous
works include: Songs and Sonnets; Holy Sonnets; and Sermons and
Devotions. Ernest Hemingway®s novel, For Whom the Bell Tolls,
1940, was inspired by John Donne®s line in Devotions upon
Emergent Occasions, 1624, ".._send not to know for whom the bell
tolls: it tolls for thee.™

John Donne wrote:

No man is an island, entire of itself; every man
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main; if a
clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less, as
well as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of
thy friends or of thine own were; any man"s death
diminishes me, because 1 am involved in mankind; and
therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls;
it tolls for thee.

John Donne wrote in his Holy Sonnets, No. 14:

Batter my heart, three-personed God; for you
As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to
mend .

In his sermon before the Earl of Carlisle, delivered in the
autumn of 1622, John Donne admonished:

What gnashing is not a comfort, what gnawing of
the worm is not a tickling, what torment is not a
marriage bed to this damnation, to be secluded
eternally, eternally, eternally from the sight of
God?

On Christmas day, 1625, John Donne declared:

Now God comes to thee, not as in the dawning of
the day, not as in the bud of the spring, but as the
sun at noon to illustrate all shadows, as the sheaves
in harvest, to Fill all penuries, all occasions invite
his mercies, and all times are his seasons.

On December 12, 1626, at the funeral of Sir William Cokayne,
John Donne proclaimed:

I throw myself down in my chamber, and I call in
and invite God and his angels thither, and when they
are there, 1 neglect God and his angels, for the noise
of a fly, for the rattling of a coach, for the whining
of a door.

Pory, John (1572-September 1635), was an author, geographer and
the Secretary of State for the Virginia Colony, being appointed
by the London Council. He arrived in Virginia on April 19, 1619,
and served as member of the Governor®s council. On July 30, 1619,
when the first legislative assembly in the new world met at
Jamestown, John Pory was elected as its Speaker. In the summer of
1622, he left aboard the Discovery and visited Plymouth. The ship
was driven off course and wrecked on the Azores Islands. He was
captured by the Spaniards and almost hanged, but was able to be
released and returned to England.

On July 30, 1619, after opening the First legislative
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assembly with prayer, the House of Burgesses chose John Pory as
their speaker. He recorded:

But, forasmuch as men®s affairs do little prosper
when God"s service is neglected, all the Burgesses took
their places in the Quire till prayer was said by Mr.

Bucke, the Minister, that it would please God to guide
and sanctify all our proceedings to His own glory, and
the good of this plantation. Prayer being ended, to the
intent that as we had begun at God Almighty so we might
proceed awful and due respect toward his lieutenant.. ..

Be it enacted by this present Assembly that for
laying a surer foundation for the conversion of the
Indians to Christian religion, each town, city,
borough, and particular plantation do obtain unto
themselves, by just means, a certain number of the
natives®™ children to be educated by them in true
religion and a civil course of life;

of which children the mostly toward boys in wit
and graces of nature to be brought up by them in the
first elements of literature, so as to be fitted for
the college intended for them; that from thence they
may be sent to that work of conversion...

All ministers shall duly read divine service and
exercise their ministerial function according to the
ecclesiastical laws and orders of the Church of
England, and every Sunday in the afternoon shall
catechize such as are not yet ripe to come to the
communion.

And whosoever of them shall be found negligent or
faulty in this kind shall be subjected to the censure
of the governor and Council of Estate.

Robinson, John (c.1575-March 1, 1625), was the pastor of the
Pilgrim fathers in England and Holland, before their departure to
America. He wrote several tracts on the Separatist movement, for
which he was persecuted. He had fled with the Separatists, or
Nonconformists, to Amsterdam in 1608, then to Leiden, Holland in
1609. His congregation grew to 300 members, and he wrote many
works, including: A Justification of Separation from the Church
of England, 1610; Of Religious Communion, Public and Private,
1614; and On the Lawfulness of Hearing Ministers in the Church of
England, 1634. He actively encouraged the Pilgrims to voyage to
America.

On July 22, 1620, while on board the Speedwell, Pastor John
Robinson gave this final word to the Pilgrims just prior to their
departure from Delft Haven, Holland, for England, and then for
the New World:

Lastly, whereas you are become a body politic,
using amongst yourselves civil government, let your
wisdom and godliness appear not only in choosing such
persons as do entirely love and will promote the common
good, but also in yielding unto them all due honor and
obedience in their lawful administrations; not
beholding in them the ordinariness of their persons,
but God"s ordinance for your good....

Someone or few must needs be appointed over the
assembly. . ._discussing and determining of all matters, so in
this royal assembly, the church of Christ, though all be
Kings, yet some most faithful and most able, are to be set
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over the rest..._wherein...they are..._charged to minister
according to the Testament of Christ.

For 1 am very confident the Lord hath more truth
and light yet to break forth out of His Holy Word.

In his Leyden letter, John Robinson stated:

Thus this holy army of saints is marshalled here
on earth by these officers, under the conduct of their
glorious Emperor, Christ. Thus it marches in this most
heavenly order and gracious array, against all enemies,
both bodily and ghostly: peaceable in itself, as
Jerusalem, terrible to the enemy as an army with
banners, triumphing over their tyranny with patience,
their cruelty with meekness, and over death itself with
dying. Thus, through the Blood of that spotless Lamb,
and that Word of their testimony, they are more than
conquerors, bruising the head of the Serpent; yea,
through the power of His Word, they have power to cast
down Satan like lightning; to tread upon serpents and
scorpions; to cast down strongholds, and everything
that exalteth itself against God.
The gates of hell, and all the principalities and
powers on earth shall not prevail against it. Romans
12; 1 Corinthians 12; Revelation 14: 1, 2; Song 6:3;
Revelation 12:11; Luke 10:18, 19; 2 Corinthians 10:15;
Matthew 16:18, Romans 8:38, 39.

Bulkeley, Peter (January 31, 1583-March 9, 1659), was the Puritan
leader who established the city of Concord, Massachusetts, 1636.
In his only publication, The Gospel Covenant; or the Covenant of
Grace Opened, published in London, 1646; 1651, Peter Bulkeley
stated:

We are as a city set upon a hill, in the open view
of all the earth..._.We profess ourselves to be a people
in covenant with God, and therefore.._the Lord our
God...will cry shame upon us iIf we walk contrary to the
covenant which we have promised to walk in. If we open
the mouths of men against our profession, by reason of
the scandalousness of our lives, we (of all men) shall
have the greater sin.

Let us study so to walk that this may be our
excellency and dignity among the nations of the world
among which we live; that they may be constrained to
say of us, only this people is wise, and a holy and
blessed people; that all that see us may see and know
that the name of the Lord is called upon us; and that
we are the seed which the Lord hath blessed. (Deut.
288:10; lIsa. 61:9)

Grotius, Hugo (April 10, 1583-August 28, 1645), was a Dutch
jJjurist, theologian and statesman, who was considered the founder
of the science of International Law. In 1607, being 24 years old,
he was appointed Advocate General for the provinces of Holland
and Zealand. In 1613, at the age of 30, he became the Chief
Magistrate of Rotterdam. In 1619, Prince Maurice of Nassau
sentenced him to life imprisonment for his support of the
Arminian faith. Three years later, with his wife"s help, he
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escaped to France hidden in a linen chest. Hugo Grotius (or Huig
de Groot in the Dutch language), published De Jure Belli et Pacis
(On the Law of War and Peace), in 1625, which was a study of the
laws of mankind in reference to individuals, nations and states.
From 1635 till his death he served as the Swedish ambassador to
France. President James Madison described him as:

The father of the modern code of nations.

In his work, On the Law of War and Peace, Hugo Grotius
stated:

Among all good men one principle at any rate is
established beyond controversy, that if the authorities
issue any order that is contrary to the law of nature
or to the commandments of God, the order should not be
carried out. For when the Apostles said that obedience
should be rendered to God rather than men, they
appealed to an infallible rule of action, which is
written in the hearts of all men.

If It were not permitted to punish certain
Criminals with Death, nor to defend the Subject by Arms
against Highwaymen and Pyrates, there would of
Necessity follow a terrible Inundation of Crimes, and a
Deluge of Evils, since even now that Tribunals are
erected, it is very difficult to restrain the Boldness
of profligate Persons.

Wherefore if it had been the Design of CHRIST to
have introduced a new Kind of Regulation, as was never
heard of before, he would certainly have declared in
most distinct and plain Words, that none should
pronounce Sentence of Death against a Malefactor, or
carry Arms in Defence of one®s Country.

Especially, however, Christian kings and states
are bound to pursue this method of avoiding
wars. ...Both for this and for other reasons it would be
advantageous to hold certain conferences of Christian
powers, where those who have no interest at stake may
settle the disputes of others, and where, in fact,
steps may be taken to compel parties to accept peace on
fair terms.

Hugo Grotius stated:

He knows not how to rule a kingdome, that cannot
manage a Province; nor can he wield a Province, that
cannot order a City; nor he order a City, that knows
not how to regulate a Village; nor he a Village, that
cannot guide a Family; nor can that man Govern well a
Family that knows not how to Govern himselfe; neither
can any Govern himselfe unless reason be Lord, Will and
Appetite her Vassals: nor can Reason rule unlesse
herselfe be ruled by God, and (wholy) be obedient to
Him.

In the closing remarks of The Rights of War and Peace,
Grotius wrote:

May God, who alone hath the power, inscribe these
teachings on the hearts of those who hold sway over the
Christian would. may He grant to them a mind possessing
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knowledge of divine and human law, and having ever
before i1t the reflection that it hath been chosen as a
servant for the rule of man, the living thing most dear
to God.

In his Commentary on the Law of Prize and Booty, Hugo
Grotius stated:

Whatever God has shown to be his will that is
Law.

In his second work, The Truth of the Christian Religion,
Hugo Grotius wrote:

There is no reason for Christians to doubt the
credibility of these Books (of the Bible), because
there are testimonies in our books out of almost every
one of them, the same as they are found iIn the Hebrew.

Nor did Christ, when He reproved many things in
the teachings of the Law, and in the Pharisees of His
time, ever accuse them of falsifying the Books of Moses
and the Prophets, or of using supposititious or altered
books.

And it can never be proved, or made credible, that
after Christ"s time the Scripture should be corrupted
in anything of moment, if we consider how far and wide
the Jewish nation, who everywhere kept these Books, was
dispersed over the whole world.

The design of the second book (after having put up
our petitions to Christ the King of Heaven, that he
woulld afford us such assistances of His Holy Spirit, as
may render us sufficient for so great a business)
is...to show that the Christian religion is most true
and certain.

Cotton, John (December 1585-December 23, 1652), was a powerful
Puritan minister and scholar in Boston, Massachusetts. Born in
England, he fled to the colonies in 1632 to avoid religious
persecution. There he rose to become perhaps the most influential
leader in shaping the destiny of Puritan New England, serving at
the First Church of Boston, 1633-52. Known for his didactic
writings, the principles stated in his sermons were frequently
put into immediate practice by civil authorities.

In 1636, Rev. John Cotton gave the outline for a code of
laws, which included the phrase:

The Law of Nature, delivered by God.

He ended his work with the Scripture reference, lIsaiah
33:22:

The Lord is our Judge.
The Lord is our Law-giver.
The Lord is our King, He will save us.

In reflection on the human tendency to be corrupted by
power, Rev. John Cotton stated:

Let all the world learn to give mortall men no
greater power than they are content they shall use, for
use it they will: and unless they be better taught of
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God, they will use it ever and anon....

For whatever transcendent power is given, will
certainly over-run those that give it, and those that
receive i1t: there is a straine iIn a mans heart that
will sometime or other runne out to excesse, unlesse
the Lord restraine it, but it is not good to venture
it: It is necessary therefore, that all power that is
on earth be limited, Church-power or other...

It is counted a matter of danger to the State to
limit Prerogatives; but it is a further danger, not to
have them limited: They will be like a Tempest, if they
be not limited: A Prince himselfe cannot tell where hee
will confine himselfe, nor can the people tell....

It is therefore fit for every man to be studious
of the bounds which the Lord hath set: and for the
People, in whom fundamentally all power lyes, to give
as much power as God in his word gives to men:

And it Is meet that Magistrates in the
commonwealth, and so Officers in Churches should desire
to know the utmost bounds of their own power, and it is
safe for both:

All intrenchment upon the bounds which God hath
not given, they are not enlargements, but burdens and
snares: They will certainly lead the spirit of a man
out of his way sooner or later.

It is wholesome and safe to be dealt withall as
God deales with the vast Sea; Hitherto shalt thou come,
but there shalt thou stay thy proud waves: and
therefore if they be but banks of simple sand, they
will be good enough to check the vast roaring Sea.

John Cotton declared:

What He hath planted, He will maintain. Every
plantation His right hand hath not planted shall be
rooted up, but His own plantation shall prosper and
Fflourish.

When He promiseth peace and safety, what enemies
shall be able to make the promise of God of none
effect? Neglect not wall and bulwarks and
fortifications for your own defense, but ever let the
name of the Lord be your strong tower, and the word of
His promise, the rock of your refuge.

His word that made heaven and earth will not fail,
till heaven and earth be no more....

IT God make a covenant to be a God to thee and
thine, then it is thy part to see to it that thy
children and servants be God"s people.

As the Massachusetts Bay Colony grew, churches were built
and towns sprang up around them. Inevitably, though, some would
leave off going to church altogether, as John Cotton remarked:

But when men thus depart, God usually...them with
such restless agitations that they are driven to repent
of their former rashness, and many times return to the
church from which they had broken away.

Hooker, Thomas (July 7, 1586-July 7, 1647), was the founder of

Hartford, Connecticut in 1636. A Cambridge University graduate,

Thomas Hooker was persecuted in England after having gotten

involved with the Christian movement known as the Puritans.
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Exiled from England for his religious beliefs, he fled first to
Holland, then to Massachusetts (1633), where he became the
minister at the Cambridge (formerly New-Town) settlement.
Disputes with the Massachusetts leadership drove him and his
congregation to Connecticut (1635-36). In 1638, he stated to the
Connecticut General Assembly that he believed people had a God-
given right to choose their magistrates. He was a principal
organizer of the New England colonies into the defensive
confederation, known as the United Colonies of New England, 1643.
In 1648, he wrote A Survey of the Summe of Church Discipline.

An influential leader, Thomas Hooker*"s sermon before the
General Court of Connecticut put forth such unprecedented
democratic principles, that it inspired the writing of the
Fundamental Constitutions of Connecticut, 1639. This constitution
inspired ideas of individual rights, such as: "due process of
law,”™ "“trial by a jury of peers,”™ ""'no taxation without
representation’ and prohibitions against 'cruel and unusual
punishment.’” It later became a model for all other
constitutions in the colonies, including the United States
Constitution.

Thomas Hooker explained:

Mutual covenanting and confederating of the saints
in the fellowship of the faith according to the order
of the Gospel, is that which gives constitution and

being to a visible church..._Mutual subjection is the
sinews of society, by which it is sustained and
supported.

In 1638, Rev. Thomas Hooker accentuated:

The choice of public magistrates belongs unto the
people, by God"s allowance....(T)he privilege of
election, which belongs to the people, therefore must
not be exercised according to their humours, but
according to the blessed will and law of God.

Winthrop, John (January 22, 1588-April 5, 1649), was the founder
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony (1630), being elected 12 times
consecutively as its governor. In England, he was a member of the
gentry, having been raised on the 500 acre estate his father had
bought from Henry VII1. He had become a successful lawyer and
strong Puritan leader. Oliver Cromwell pleaded with him to join
the revolution against King Charles I, but he declined. He
decided to flee for religious freedom, leading the English "Great
Migration™ to Salem in 1630. His journal, The History of New
England, is a significant historical document. His son (1606-
1676) and grandson (1638-1707), both named John Winthrop, were
also governors of Connecticut.

On May 15, 1629, in a letter to his wife, John Winthrop
wrote:

Be of good comfort; the hardest that can come
shall be a means to mortify this body of corruption,
which is a thousand times more dangerous to us than any
outward tribulation, and to bring us into nearer
communion with our Lord Jesus Christ, and more
assurance of His kingdom.

In June of 1630, ten years after the Pilgrims founded the
Plymouth Colony, Governor John Winthrop founded the Holy
Commonwealth of Massachusetts with 700 people sailing in eleven

Page 50



American Quotations.txt
ships. This began the Great Migration, which saw more than twenty
thousand Puritans embark for New England in the pursuing sixteen
years.
On June 11, 1630, aboard the Arbella, John Winthrop authored
his work, A Model of Christian Charity, which became a guideline
for future constitutional covenants of the Colonies:

It is of the nature and essence of every society
to be knit together by some covenant, either expressed
or implied....

This love among Christians is a real thing, not
imaginary...as absolutely necessary to the being of the
Body of Christ, as the sinews and other ligaments of a
natural body are to the being of that body....

For the persons, we are a Company, professing
ourselves fellow members of Christ, we ought to account
ourselves knit together by this bond of love..._For the
work we have in hand, it is by a mutual consent through
a special overruling Providence, and a more than an
ordinary approbation of the Churches of Christ to seek
out a place of Cohabitation and Consortship under a due
form of Government both civil and ecclesiastical.

Therefore we must not content ourselves with usual
ordinary means. Whatsoever we did or ought to have done
when we lived in England, the same we must do, and more
also where we go....Neither must we think that the Lord
will bear such failings at our hands as He doth from
those among whom we have lived....

Thus stands the cause between God and us: we are
entered into covenant with Him for this work. We have
taken out a Commission; the Lord hath given us leave to
draw our own articles....

IT the Lord shall please to hear us, and bring us
in peace to the place we desire, then hath He ratified
this Covenant and sealed our Commission, will expect a
strict performance of the Articles...the Lord will
surely break out In wrath against us.

Now the only way to avoid this shipwreck and to
provide for our posterity, is to follow the counsel of
Micah, to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with
our God. For this end, we must be knit together in this
work as one man. We must hold a familiar commerce
together in each other in all meekness, gentleness,
patience, and liberality.

We must delight in each other, make one another®s
condition our own, rejoice together, mourn together,
labor and suffer together, always having before our
eyes our Commission and Community in this work, as
members of the same body. So shall we keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace....

We shall find that the God of Israel is among us,
when ten of us shall be able to resist a thousand of
our enemies, when He shall make us a praise and glory,
that men of succeeding plantations shall say, "The Lord
make it like that of New England."

For we must Consider that we shall be as a City
upon a Hill, the eyes of all people are upon us; so
that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this work
we have undertaken and so cause him to withdraw his
present help from us, we shall be made a story and a
by-word through the world, we shall open the mouths of
enemies to speak evil of the ways of God and all
professors for God"s sake; we shall shame the faces of
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many of God"s worthy servants, and cause their prayers
to be turned into curses upon us till we be consumed
out of the good land whether we are going.

In his private journal, Governor John Winthrop wrote:

I will ever walk humbly before my God, and meekly,
mildly, and gently towards all men...to give myself -
my life, my wits, my health, my wealth - to the service
of my God and Saviour.

Teach me, O Lord, to put my trust in Thee, then
shall 1 be like Mount Sion that cannot be
moved. .. .Before the week was gone...l waxed exceeding
discontent and impatient..._then I acknowledged my
unfaithfulness and pride of heart, and turned again to
my God, and humbled my soul before Him, and He returned
and accepted me, and so I renewed my Covenant of
walking with my God.

The covenant between you and us is the oath you
have taken of us, which is to this purpose, that we
shall govern you and judge your causes by the rules of
God"s laws...

On May 19, 1643, John Winthrop organized the New England
Confederation among the Colonists of New Plymouth, New Haven,
Massachusetts and Connecticut. They covenanted together under the
Constitution of the New England Confederation:

Whereas we all came to these parts of America with
the same end and aim, namely, to advance the kingdome
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to injoy the liberties of
the Gospell thereof with purities and peace, and for
preserving and propagating the truth and liberties of
the gospell.

In 1645, John Winthrop defined the duties of elected
officials:

The great questions that have troubled the country
are about the authority of the magistrates and the
liberty of the people.
It is yourselves who have called us to this
office, and, being called by you, we have our authority
from God, in way of ordinance, such as hath the image
of God eminently stamped upon it, the contempt and
violation whereof hath been vindicated with examples of
divine vengeance.

Bradford, William (March 1590-May 9, 1657), was a Pilgrim leader
who helped establish the Plymouth Colony. Sailing in the
Mayflower, he was chosen as governor of the colony in 1621, and
was reelected 30 times until his death. In 1650, William Bradford
wrote a history OF Plymouth Plantation, which is comparable to
Shakespeare®s works in literary and historical significance. In
it, he traced the events which led to the Pilgrims® departure
from England:

It is well knowne unto ye godly and judicious how
since ye first breaking out of ye lighte of ye gospell
in our Honourable Nation of England, (which was ye
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first of nations whom ye Lord adorned ther with, after
the grosse darkness...which had covered and overspread
ye Christian world), what warrs and opposissions ever
since, Satan, hath raised, maintained, and continued
against the Saints, from time to time, in one sort or
other.

Some times by bloody death and cruell torments;
other whiles imprisonments, banishments, and other hard
usages; as being loath his kingdom should goe downe,
and trueth prevaile, and ye churches of God reverte to
their anciente puritie and recover their primative
order, libertie, and bewtie.

But when he could not prevaile by these means
againste the maine trueths of ye gospell, but that they
began to take rootting in many places, being watered by
ye blooud of ye martires, and blessed from heaven with
a gracious encrease; he then begane to take him to his
anciente strategeme used of old against the first
Christians.

That when by ye bloody and barbarous persecutions
of ye heathen Emperours, he could not stop and subvert
the course of ye gospell, but that it speedily
overspred with a wonderfull celeritie the then best
known parts...ye professours themselves, (working upon
their pride and ambition, with other corrupte passions
incident to all mortall men, yea to ye saints
themselves in some measure), by which woefull effects
followed; as not only bitter contentions, and
hartburnings, schismes, with other horrible confusions,
but Satan tooke occasion and advantage therby to foyst
in a number of vile..._cannons and decrees, which have
since been as snares to many poore and peacable souls
even to this day.

So as In ye anciente times, the persecutions by ye
heathen and their Emperours, was not greater than of
the Christians one against another.

In 1607, as a result of religious persecution upon their
persons, reputations, families, and livelihood, the
“"Separatists,’™ or Pilgrims, departed from England for Holland.
Governor Bradford recorded:

Being thus constrained to leave their native soyle
and countrie, their lands and livings, and all their
friends and famillier acquantance....to goe into a
countrie they knew not (but by hearsay) where they must
learne a new language, and get their livings they knew
not how, it being a dear place, and subject to the
miseries of war, it was by many thought an adventure
almost desperate, a case iIntolerable, and a miserie
worse than death....
But these things did not dismay them (though they
did sometimes trouble them) for their desires were sett
on ye ways of God and to enjoye His ordinances; but
they rested in His providence, and knew whom they had
believed.

Governor William Bradford stated:

They shook off this yoke of antichristian bondage,
and as the Lord"s free people, joined themselves by a
covenant of the Lord into a church estate in the
fellowship of the gospel, to walk in all His ways, made
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known unto them, according to their best endeavours,
whatsoever it should cost them, the Lord assisting
them.

On December 15, 1617, in their letter to Sir Edwin Sandys in
London, John Robinson and William Brewster explained that the
Pilgrims were:

Knit together as a body in a most strict and
sacred bond and covenant of the Lord, of the violation
whereof we make great conscience, and by virtue whereof
we do hold ourselves straitly tied to all care of each
other®s good, and of the whole by every one and so
mutually.

In 1618, the Pilgrims®™ Church of Leyden, Holland, sent seven
Articles to the Counsel of England in order to receive approval
to settle in Virginia:

Article 111. The King®"s Majesty we acknowledge for
Supreme Governor in his Dominion...but in all things
obedience is due unto him if the thing commanded be not
against God"s Word. ...

Article VII. And lastly, we desire to give unto
all Superiors due honor to preserve the unity of the
Spirit, with all who fear God, to have peace with all
men what in us lieth, and wherein we err to be
instructed by any.

Subscribed by John Robinson and William
Brewster.

In July 1620, after having lived in Holland for 12 years,
Governor William Bradford described the Pilgrims® departure from
Leyden, Holland, to Delfes-Haven, Holland, and from there to
Southampton, England, where they would board the ship bound for
America. Little did they realize that out of the 103 Pilgrims who
departed, 51 would die in the first winter in the New World:

So being ready to departe, they had a day of
solleme humiliation, their pastor taking his texte from
Ezra 8:21: "And ther at ye river, by Ahava, 1
proclaimed a fast, that we might humble ourselves
before our God and seeke of Him a right way for us, and
for our Children, and for our substance.

...The rest of the time was spent in powering out
prairs to ye Lord with greate fervencie, mixed with
abundance of tears. And ye time being come that they
must departe, they were accompanied with most of their
brethren out of ye citie, unto a towne sundrie miles
off called Delfes-Haven, wher the ship lay ready to
receive them. So they left ye goodly and pleasant
citie, which had been ther resting place for near 12
years; but they knew they were pilgrimes (Hebrews 12),
but lift their eyes to ye heavens, their dearest
cuntrie, and quieted their spirits.

On September 6, 1620, after two attempts which were canceled
due to the ship, the Speedwell, developing a leak, the Pilgrims
finally set out for America in the Mayflower, just as the stormy
season began in the North Atlantic. On November 11, 1620, having
been blown off course by violent winds from their intended
destination of Virginia, the Pilgrims landed at Cape Cod,
Massachusetts. They found the area deserted, as the Patuxet tribe
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which lived there, one of the fiercest Indian tribes on the New
England coast, had been destroyed by a great plague just two
years prior. Had the Pilgrims landed there earlier, they would
most likely have been massacred as the survivors of a French
vessel were iIn 1617, as recounted by Governor William Bradford:

About three years before, a French ship was

wrecked at Cape Cod, but the men got ashore and saved

their lives and a large part of their provisions. When

the Indians heard of it, they surrounded them and never
left watching and dogging them till they got the

advantage and killed them, all but three or four, whom

they kept, and sent from one Sachem to another, making
sport with them and using them worse than slaves.

On November 11, 1620, before setting foot on dry land,
Governor William Bradford and the leaders on the Mayflower signed
the Mayflower Compact, the Ffirst constitutional document of
America:

In ye name of God, Amen. We whose names are
underwriten, the loyall subjects of our dread
soveraigne Lord, King James, by ye grace of God, of
Great Britaine, France, & lreland king, defender of ye
faith, etc., having undertaken, for ye glorie of God,
and advancemente of ye Christian faith, and honour of
our king & countrie, a voyage to plant ye First colonie
in ye Northerne parts of Virginia,
doe by these presents solemnly & mutually in ye
presence of God, and one of another, covenant & combine
our selves togeather into a civill body politick, for
our better ordering & preservation & furtherance of ye
ends aforesaid;
and by vertue hearof to enacte, constitute, and
frame such just & equall lawes, ordinances, acts,
constitutions & offices, from time to time, as shall be
thought most meete & convenient for ye generall good of
ye Colonie, unto which we promise all due submission
and obedience.
In witnes wherof we have hereunder subscribed our
names at Cap-Codd ye 11. of November, in ye year of ye
raigne of our soveraigne lord, King James, of England,
France, & Ireland ye eighteenth, and by Scotland ye
fiftie fourth. Ano:Dom. 1620.

On November 12, 1620, the first full day in the New World,
Governor William Bradford described the Pilgrims® thankfulness:

Being thus arrived in a good harbor, and brought
safe to land, they fell upon their knees and blessed
the God of Heaven who had brought them over the vast
and furious ocean, and delivered them from all the
perils and miseries thereof, again to set their feet on
the Firm and stable earth, their proper element.

Governor William Bradford stated:

What could now sustaine them but ye spirite of God
and His grace? May not and ought not the children of
these fathers rightly say: Our fathers were Englishmen
which came over this great ocean, and were ready to
perish in this wilderness; (Deuteronomy 26:5,7) but
they cried unto ye Lord, and He heard their voyce, and
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looked on their adversitie, etc.

Let them therefore praise ye Lord, because He is
good, and His mercies endure for ever. (107 Psalm: v.
1,2,4,5,8) Yea let them which have been redeemed of ye
Lord, show how He hath delivered them from ye hand of
ye oppressour.

When they wandered in ye deserte wilderness out of
ye way, and found no citie to dwell in, both hungrie,
and thirstie, their sowle was overwhelmed in them. Let
them confess before ye Lord His loving kindness, and
His wonderful works before ye sons of men.

In March of 1621, as recorded in Governor Bradford®"s Of
Plymouth Plantation, Squanto joined the Pilgrims:

About the 16th of March, a certain Indian came
boldly amongst them and spoke to them in broken
English.._His name was Samoset. He told them also of
another Indian whose name was Squanto, a native of this
place, who had been in England and could speak better
English than himself....
Massasoyt, who about four or five days after, came
with the chief of his friends and other attendants, and
with Squanto. With him, after friendly entertainment
and some gifts, they made a peace which has now
continued for twenty-four years....
Squanto stayed with them and was their interpreter
and was a special instrument sent of God for their good
beyond their expectation. He showed them how to plant
corn, where to take fish and other commodities, and
guided them to unknown places, and never left them till
he died.
He was a native of these parts, and had been one
of the few survivors of the plague hereabouts. He was
carried away with others by one Hunt, a captain of a
ship, who intended to sell them for slaves in Spain;
but he got away for England, and was received by a
merchant in London, and employed in Newfoundland and
other parts, and lastly brought into these parts by a
Captain Dermer, a gentleman employed by Sir Ferdinand
Gorges. ...
Captain Dermer had been here the same year that
the people of the Mayflower arrived, as appears in an
account written by him, and given to me by a friend,
bearing date, June 30th, 1620..."1 will Ffirst begin,"
says he, "with the place from which Squanto (or
Tisquantem) was taken away, which in Captain Smith"s
map is called "Plymouth”; and 1 would that Plymouth
(England) had the same commodities. 1 could wish that
the First plantation might be situated here, if there
came to the number of fifty persons or upward;
otherwise at Charlton, because there the savages are
less to be feared....The Pokanokets, who live to the
west of Plymouth, bear an inveterate hatred to the
English..._For this reason Squanto cannot deny but they
would have killed me when 1 was at Namasket, had he not
interceded hard for me."

Governor William Bradford stated concerning Squanto:

The settlers, as many as were able, then began to
plant their corn, In which service Squanto stood them
in good stead, showing them how to plant it and
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cultivate it. He also told them that unless they got
fish to manure this exhausted old soil, it would come
to nothing, and he showed them that in the middle of
April plenty of fish would come up the brook by which
they had begun to build, and taught them how to catch
it, and where to get other necessary provisions; all of
which they found true by experience....

Another Indian, called Hobbamok came to live with
them, a fine strong man, of some account amongst the
Indians for his valor and qualities. He remained very
faithful to the English till he died. He and Squanto
having gone upon business among the Indians, a Sachem
called Corbitant.._began to quarrel with them, and
threatened to stab Hobbamok; but he being a strong man,
cleared himself of him, and came running away, all
sweating, and told the Governor what had befallen him,
and that he feared they had killed Squanto....So it was
resolved to send the Captain and fourteen men, well
armed. ...The Captain, giving orders to let none escape,
entered to search for him. But [Corbitant] had gone
away that day; so they missed him, but learned that
Squanto was alive, and that Corbitant had only
threatened to kill him, and made as if to stab him, but
did not....

After this, on the 18th of September, they sent
out their shallop with ten men and Squanto as guide and
interpreter to the Massachusetts, to explore the bay
and trade with the natives, which they accomplished,
and were kindly received. ...

Nor was there a man among them who had ever seen a
beaver skin till they came out, and were instructed by
Squanto.

In 1621, In his Thanksgiving Proclamation, Governor William
Bradford stated:

Therefore, 1, William Bradford (by the Grace of God
today, and the franchise of this good people), governor of
Plymouth, say - through virtue of vested power - ye shall
gather with one accord, and hold in the month of November,
thanksgiving unto the Lord.

In September of 1622, Governor William Bradford wrote the
account of Squanto"s death:

Captain Standish was appointed to go with them,
and Squanto as a guide and interpreter, about the
latter end of September; but the winds drove them in;
and putting out again, Captain Standish fell ill with
fever, so the Governor (Bradford) went himself. But
they could not get round the shoals of Cape Cod, for
flats and breakers, and Squanto could not direct them
better. The Captain of the boat dare not venture any
further, so they put into Manamoick Bay, and got what
they could there. Here Squanto fell ill of Indian
fever, bleeding much at the nose, - which the Indians
take for a symptom of death, - and within a few days he
died. He begged the Governor to pray for him, that he
might go to the Englishmen®s God in Heaven, and
bequeathed several of his things to some of his English
friends, as remembrances. His death was a great loss.

On November 29, 1623, three years after the Pilgrims*
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arrival and two years after the first Thanksgiving, Governor
William Bradford made an official proclamation for a Day of
Thanksgiving:

To all ye Pilgrims:
In as much as the great Father has given us this
year an abundant harvest of Indian corn, wheat, peas,
beans, squashes, and garden vegetable, and has made the
forests to abound with game and the sea with fish and
clams, and inasmuch as he has protected us from the
ravages of the savages, has spared us from pestilence
and disease, has granted us freedom to worship God
according to the dictates of our own conscience;
now I, your magistrate, do proclaim that all ye
Pilgrims, with your wives and ye little ones, do gather
at ye meeting house, on ye hill, between the hours of 9
and 12 in the day time, on Thursday, November ye 29th,
of the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and
twenty-three, and the third year since ye Pilgrims
landed on ye Pilgrim Rock, there to listen to ye pastor
and render thanksgiving to ye Almighty God for all His
blessings. William Bradford, Ye Governor of Ye
Colony.

In 1644, Governor William Bradford wrote of the death of Mr.
William Brewster (1567-1644), who was one of the founders of the
Separatist movement in England, 1606. Brewster had allowed the
nonconformists to meet for worship at his home in Scrooby,
England. He had escaped with the Separatists to Holland, 1608, to
be free from religious persecution and taught at the University
of Leyden, Holland. William Brewster, who had published religious
books which were banned in England, signed of the Mayflower
Compact, 1620, and was one of the founders of the Plymouth
Colony:

About the 18th of April died their reverend elder,
my dear and loving friend, Mr. William Brewster, a man
who had done and suffered much for the Lord Jesus and
the gospel®s sake, and had borne his part in the weal
or woe with this poor persecuted church for over
thirty-five years in England, Holland, and this
wilderness, and had done the Lord and them faithful
service in his calling. Notwithstanding the many
troubles and sorrows he passed through, the Lord upheld
him to a great age.

In 1650, Governor William Bradford stated in OF Plymouth
Plantation :

Last and not least, they cherished a great hope
and inward zeal of laying good foundations, or at least
making some ways toward it, for the propagation and
advance of the gospel of the kingdom of Christ in the
remote parts of the world, even though they should be
but stepping stones to others in the performance of so
great a work.

Thus out of small beginnings greater things have
been produced by His hand that made all things of
nothing, and gives being to all things that are; and,
as one small candle may light a thousand, so the light
here kindled hath shone unto many, yea in some sort to
our whole nation; let the glorious name of Jehovah have
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all the praise.

It was answered that all great and honourable
actions are accompanied with great difficulties, and
must be enterprised and overcome with answerable
courages. It was granted that the dangers were great,
but not desperate, and the difficulties were many but
not invincible....and all of them, through the help of
God, by fortitude and patience, might either be borne
or overcome. ...

Their ends were good and honorable, their calling
lawful and urgent, and therefore they might expect the
blessing of God in their proceeding; yea, though they
should lose their lives in this action, yet they might
have comfort in the same, and there endeavors would be
honorable.

Though I am growne aged, yet 1 have had a longing
desire, to see with my own eyes, something of the most
ancient language, and holy tongue, in which the Law,
and oracles of God were writ; and in which God, and
angels, spoke to the holy patriarchs, of old time; and
what names were given to things, from the creation.
And though I cannot attaine to much herein, yet 1
am refreshed, to have seen some glimpse hereof; (as
Moses say the Land of Canaan afarr off) my aime and
desire is, to see how the words, and phrases lye in the
holy texte; and to dicerne somewhat of the same for my
owne contente.

At Burial Hill, Plymouth, Massachusetts, Governor William
Bradford®s grave is inscribed:

Under this stone rests the ashes of William
Bradford, a zealous Puritan, and sincere Christian
Governor of Plymouth Colony from 1621 to 1657, aged 69,
except 5 years, which he declined. "Let the right hand
of the Lord awake.™ [Hebrew] "What our fathers with so
much difficulty attained do not basely
relinquish."[Latin]

Pocahontas (c.1595-March 1617), was the daughter of the North
American Indian Chief Powhatan. In 1607, she befriended the
English settlers of the Jamestown Colony. Captain John Smith
recorded her intervention which prevented her father from
executing him. In 1613, the Indian Princess was baptized into the
Christian faith, taking the name Rebekah, by the Reverend Richard
Bucke, second chaplain to the Virginia Colony. In 1614, she
married John Rolfe, the council member of the Jamestown
Settlement noted for having introduced tobacco cultivation in
1612. John Rolfe, a widower ten years her senior, asked the
Jamestown officials for permission to marry her:

Pokanhuntas to whom my hartie and best thoughts
are, and have for a long time been so intangled, and
inthralled in so intricate a laborinth...

John and Pocahontas moved to England, where she was received
as royalty. They had a son named Thomas, (whose descendants
include statesmen, educators and ministers, the most notable
being John Randolph of Roanoke and Edith Bolling Galt, who
married President Woodrow Wilson in 1915). |In 1617, Pocahontas
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contracted smallpox in England and died. He last words were:

Tis enough that the child liveth.

The original painting of Pocahontas is in the National
Portrait Gallery of the Smithsonian Institution. The inscription
painted on the portrait reads:

Matoaks ats Rebecka, daughter to the mighty Prince
Powhatan Emperour of Attanoughkonmouck ats Virginia
converted and baptized in the Christian faith, and wife
to the wor. Mr. Tho:Rolff.

Winslow, Edward (October 18, 1595-May 8, 1655), was a Pilgrim
leader and founder of the Plymouth Colony. Selected as an
administrator of the colony, 1621, he served as its English agent
from 1629 to 1632. Edward Winslow was Governor of the Plymouth
Colony for three separate terms, 1633-34, 1636-37, and 1644-45.
He succeeded in developing a friendship with the Indian chief,
Massasoit. In October 1646, he returned to England as the agent
of Massachusetts Bay, and later served Oliver Cromwell in the
English Civil War. His work, Glorious Progress of the Gospel
Amongst the Indians in New England, 1646, was instrumental in the
formation of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel In New
England.

Edward Winslow who kept detailed records of the Pilgrims~
experiences, recounted:

Drought and the like considerations moved not only
every good man privately to enter into examination with
his own estate between God and his conscience, and so
to humiliation before Him, but also to humble ourselves
together before the Lord by fasting and prayer.

Johnson, Edward (September 1598-April 23, 1672), the founder of
Woburn, Massachusetts, was a contemporary of Massachusetts
Governor John Winthrop. He became a trader, author, historian,
and in 1654, witnessed the founding of the Puritan Church in the
New World. Edward Johnson reported this event in his history
entitled Wonder-Working Providences of Sion"s Saviour in New
England:

Although the number of faithful people of Christ
were but few, yet their longing desire to gather into a
church was very great.. ..

Having fasted and prayed with humble
acknowledgment of their own unworthiness to be called
of Christ to so worthy a work, they joined together in
a holy Covenant with the Lord and with one another,
promising by the Lord"s assistance to walk together in
exhorting, admonishing and rebuking one another, and to
cleave to the Lord with a full purpose of heart.

First, it is their judgment, and that from
Scripture taught them, that those who are chosen to a
place in government, must be men truly fearing God,
wise and learned in the truths of Christ....

Neither will any Christian of a sound judgment
vote for any, but those who earnestly contend for the
faith.

You that have seen these wondrous works by Sions
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Savior don,

Expect not miracle, lest means thereby you over-
run;

The noble Acts Jehovah wrought, his Israel to
redeem,

Surely this second work of his shall far more
glorious seem.

Cromwell, Oliver (April 25, 1599-September 3, 1658), was the
Lord-Protector of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland and
Ireland from 1653-58. He was offered the title of King of England
by the Parliament, but declined. A strong supporter of religious
freedom, he had at one time considered emigrating to the Puritan
Colony in America.

A minor landowner, he rose to leadership in Parliament
during the early days of the English Civil War. He formed and was
commander of the "lronsides™ cavalry regiment, renown as the most
powerful and best drilled regiment in England. Largely
responsible for the victory at Marston Moor, 1644, he became
lieutenant general of the New Model Army. His troops were
victorious at Naseby and Langport in 1645. Cromwell chose
soldiers for their religious enthusiasm as well as for there
military forcefulness, and never lost a battle.

Oliver Cromwell initially desired to negotiate with Charles
1, but became infuriated at the king®s untrustworthiness, later
insisting on the king"s trial and execution. As lord lieutenant
of Ireland, he led a campaign there in 1649, and as captain
general and commander-in-chief he defeated the Scots at Dunbar in
1650. He dissolved the Rump Parliament in 1653, and was offered
the crown and title of King of England in 1657, but refused. His
son Richard, who became lord protector of England after Oliver~s
death, was deposed in 1659 by a military coup, and in 1660 the
monarchy was restored with Charles 11 taking the throne.

The persecuted Christian movement known as the Society of
Friends, or Quakers, grew rapidly in England during Cromwell™s
rule; even William Penn, founder of Pennsylvania, became a
Quaker. George Fox, founder of the Society of Friends, befriended
Cromwell. When the Puritan movement within the Anglican Church
split into the Presbyterian and Independent, Cromwell became an
Independent.

On August 3, 1650, In his Letter to the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland, Oliver Cromwell wrote:

I beseech you, in the bowels of Christ, think it
possible you may be mistaken.

On September 12, 1654, in a message to Parliament, Cromwell
asserted:

Necessity hath no law. Feigned necessities,
imaginary necessities...are the greatest cozenage that
men can put upon the Providence of God, and make
pretenses to break rules by.

Oliver Cromwell prayed:

Lord, though wretched and miserable, I am in
covenant with Thee through grace, and 1 will come unto
Thee for my people....
Make the name of Christ glorious in the world.
Teach those who look too much on Thy instruments to
depend on Thyself more. Pardon such as desire to
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trample on the dust of a poor worm, for they are Thine
too, and pardon the folly of this short prayer, for
Jesus Christ, His Sake.

Rutherford, Samuel (c.1600-March 1661), was Rector of St.
Andrew®"s Church in Scotland and one of the commissioners at
Westminster Assembly in London, 1643-47. In 1644, he wrote the
controversial book, Lex, Rex or, The Law and the Prince, which
challenged the *"divine right of kings.” Instead of the king being
God"s appointed regent whose word is law, Rutherford stated that
all men, even the king, were under the law and not above it. He
reasoned that even though rulers derived their authority from
God, Romans 13:1-4, they received their authority through the
people.

Samuel Rutherford cited the following biblical passages in
support:

Il Samuel 16:18, "Hushai said to Absalom, Nay, but
whom the Lord and the people, and all the men of Israel
choose, his will 1 be, and with him will 1 abide";
Judges 8:22, "The men of Israel said to Gideon, Rule
thou over us"; Judges 9:6, "The men of Shechem made
Abimelech king™; 11 Kings 14:21, "The people made
Azariah king"™; I Samuel 12:1, Il Chronicles 23:3.

This book brought immediate opposition, being banned in
Scotland and publicly burned in England. Rutherford was placed
under house arrest and summoned to trial before the Parliament in
Edinburgh. He died before the orders could be carried out. In his
book, Lex, Rex, Samuel Rutherford introduced the phrase:

All men are created equal.
Samuel Rutherford®s last words were:

Glory, Glory dwelleth in Emmmanuel®s land.

Williams, Roger (1603-1683), was a British-born clergyman who
founded the Providence Plantation in Rhode Island. A graduate
from Pembroke, 1624, he was ordained in the Church of England,
1628. An enthusiastic Puritan minister, his sermons in favor of
religious liberty caused him to be persecuted. In 1630, he fled
to the Massachusetts Bay Colony where he pastored in Plymouth,
1632-33, and in Salem, 1634. There his criticism of the state
church led to a sentenced of being sent back to England, 1635. He
escaped and lived among the Indians, befriending them and
learning their language.

In 1636, he founded the town of Providence on the land which
the Narragansett Indians gave him. This was the First place ever
where the freedom to worship God was separated from the control
of the state. In 1639, he organized the first Baptist Church in
the new world, with one of the principal foundations being that
the state could not interfere with or restrict the free and open
worship of God according to the Bible. He sailed to England to
obtain a patent for Rhode Island, 1643, and served as the
colony®s first President, 1654-57.

In one of his messages, Roger Williams wrote:

When they have opened a gap in the hedge or wall
of separation between the garden of the church and the
wilderness of the world, God hath ever broken down the
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wall itself, removed the candlestick, and made His
garden a wilderness, as at this day. And that therefore
iT He will eer please to restore His garden and
paradise again, It must of necessity be walled in
peculiarly unto Himself from the world.

On January 9, 1872, Senator Henry Bowen Anthony delivered a
Eulogy of Roger Williams in Congress:

He knew, for God, whose prophet he was, revealed
it to him, that the great principles for which he
contended, and for which he suffered, founded in the
eternal fitness of things, would endure forever.

He did not inquire if his name would survive a
generation. In his vision of the future he saw mankind
emancipated from...the blindness of bigotry, from the
cruelties of intolerance. He saw the nations walking
forth into the liberty wherewith Christ had made them
free.

Tasman, Abel Janszoon (1603-c.1659) was the greatest of Dutch
navigators and explorers. He discovered Tasmania, New Zealand,
Tonga, and the Fiji Islands. He set sail from Batavia on August
14, 1642 with the instructions:

Destined for the discovery and exploration of the

unknown Southland.... What numberless multitudes of
blind heathen have by the same been introduced to the
blessed light of the Christian religion...._[and]
invaluable treasures and profitable trade
connections... the blessing of the Ruler of all
things.... endow with manly courage in the execution of

the iIntended discovery, and may grant a safe return.

At the beginning of the voyage, Commander Abel Janszoon
Tasman wrote in his journal:

May God Almighty vouchsafe His blessing on this
work.

Upon his safe return to Batavia, Commander Tasman entered in
his journal:

God be praised and thanked for this happy
voyage.

Eliot, John (1604-May 21, 1690), was a Puritan clergyman who was
known as "The Apostle to the Indians,”™ as he was the first to
teach Christianity to the Indians of New England. Born in
England, he graduated from Cambridge and traveled to Boston,
1631, to serve as a teacher and pastor. A young Indian who had
converted from paganism to Christianity helped Eliot learn the
various Indian dialects. John Eliot was responsible for having
written the first Indian translation of the Bible and the first
Indian grammar book. In addition, he established 3,600 Indians
into over a dozen self-governing communities. The unfortunate
incident of King Philip"s War destroyed most of these.

In 1633, John Eliot wrote a letter to Sir Simonds D"Ewes in
England seeking sponsorship for a college in the New World:

I earnestly desire that God will move your heart
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for the sake of the commonwealth, and also for the sake
of learning (which I know you love and will be ready to
further; indeed, we want a store of men to further
that, for if we do not nourish learning, both the
church and the commonwealth will sink)...

God has bestowed upon you a bountiful blessing,
and if you should pleased to employ one mite of that
great wealth which God has given, to erect a school of
learning - a college - among us, you would be doing a
glorious work, acceptable to God and man....

In 1640, John Eliot, with the assistance of Richard Mather
and Thomas Welch, printed the very first book in New England.
Using the first printing press in the American colonies, located
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, this volume became the approved
hymnal of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Known as the Bay Psalm
Book, it was entitled:

THE WHOLE BOOKE OF PSALMES faithfully TRANSLATED
into ENGLISH Metre, Whereunto is prefixed a discourse
declaring not only the lawfulness, but also the
necessity of the heavenly Ordinances of singing
Scripture Psalmes in the Churches of God.

In his work, The Christian Commonwealth: or, The Civil
Policy of the Rising Kingdom of Jesus Christ, 1659, which was a
draft of a plan of government for the Natick Indian community,
John Eliot stated:

That which the Lord now calleth England to attend
is not to search humane Polities and Platformes of
Government, contrived by the wisdom of man; but as the
Lord hath carried on their works for them, so they
ought to go unto the Lord and enquire at the Word of
his mouth, what Platforme of Government he hath therein
commanded; and humble themselves to embrace that as the
best, how mean soever It may seem to Humane Wisdom.
There is undoubtedly a forme of Civil Government
instituted by God himself in the Holy Scriptures;
whereby any Nation may enjoy all the ends and effects
of Government in the best manner, were they but
persuaded to make trial of it. We should derogate from
the sufficiency and perfection of the Scriptures, if we
should deny it.
The Scripture is able thoroughly to furnish the
man of God (whether Magistrate in the Commonwealth, or
elder in the Church, or any other) unto every good
work. ...
Written Word of God is the perfect System or Frame
of Laws, to guide all the Moral actions of man, either
towards God or man.

Virginia, First Charter of (April 10, 1606), was granted by King
James 1 to the settlers of the '""Jamestown Colony™ in Virginia.
The Colony was named for the "Virgin Queen'™ Elizabeth 1 by Sir
Walter Raleigh, who had explored the area and attempted to found
a settlement on Roanoke Island, April 9, 1585. On August 13,
1587, the members of the colony converted the Indian Manteo, who
was baptized into the Christian faith. That same month the first
child was born in America, baptized with the name Virginia Dare.
The Roanoke Colony was unsuccessful and became known as the "Lost
Colony."
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On April 10, 1606, the First Charter of Virginia stated:

We, greatly commending and graciously accepting of
their Desires for the Furtherance of so noble a Work,
which may, by the Providence of Almighty God, hereafter
tend to the Glory of His Divine Majesty, in propagating
of Christian Religion to such People, as yet live in
Darkness and miserable Ignorance of the true Knowledge
and Worship of God, and may in time bring the Infidels
and Savages, living in those Parts, to human Civility,
and to a settled and quiet Government.

Virginia, Colony of (May 14, 1607), the first permanent
settlement in North America, was founded by settlers who embarked
from England in December of 1606. Their initial act after landing
at Cape Henry, April 26, 1607, was to erect a wooden cross and
commence a prayer meeting, led by t