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Current distribution of sites with T-shaped pillars and with simple limestone stelae (modified after Schmidt
2006; Copyright DAI).

The characteristic element of Gobekli Tepe’s architecture are the T-shaped pillars.
In the older Layer Il (10th millenium BC) the monolithic pillars weigh tons and reach
heights between 4 m (pillars in the stone circles) and 5.5 m (central pillars). The
T-shape of the pillars is clearly an abstract depiction of the human body seen from
the side. Evidence for this interpretation are the low relief depictions of arms, hands
and items of clothing like belts and loinclothes on some of the pillars. Often the
pillars bear further reliefs, mostly depictions of animals, but also of numerous
abstract symbols.

Layer Ill is supraposed by layer Il, dating to the 9th millenium BC. This layer is not
characterised by big round enclosures, but by smaller, rectangular buildings. The

number and the height of the pillars are also reduced. In most cases only the two
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central pillars remain, the biggest measuring around 1,5 m.
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The large pillars are so far only known from Goébekli Tepe. This may change over
time however, as there now are several sites that show smaller pillars, resembling
those of Gobekli Tepe’s younger layer. T-shaped pillars resembling the smaller
examples from Gobekli Tepe’s Layer |l were first recorded at the settlement site of
Nevali Cori. Several more sites in the near vicinity of Gobekli - Sefer Tepe, Karahan,
and Hamzan Tepe - are known to have similar pillars, but no excavation work has
been carried out so far. With the Neolithic site of Urfa-Yeni Yol, which seems to have
revealed a small T-shaped pillar in the course of construction work in that area, with
Tasl Tepe, and with Gusir Hoylk three more related sites were added to this list
recently. A further addition to the sites with T-shapes is the so-called Kilisik statue,
that closely resembles the general pillar form but has more naturalistic features

[find a text by Marc Verhoeven on this find here - external link].

While most sites concentrate in a rather small radius around Goébekli Tepe, Gusir
Hoylk in the Turkish Tigris region [more information - external link] has
considerably widened the distribution area of circular enclosures, however the
pillars discovered there are slightly differently shaped - they seem to be missing the
bar of the T. Similar stelae have been discovered in Caydni and Qermez Dere. As
only Gusir Hoyulk has been excavated, nobody can tell at the moment what the other

sites might hide.
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It is fantastic to learn of newly-uncovered pillar circle sites, resembling
Gobekli Tepe in strata and otherwise. One wonders how extensive
cultures were at that time. Were there connections to Prediluvian cities,

those which are known on continental shelves worldwide? Inundation
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around the globe permanently flooded coastlines on all continents with
the last melting event of Quaternary (Pleistocene) glaciation. This is a
wonderful website to learn of Gobekli Tepe and other very ancient

archeological sites of a forgotten era.

REPLY

Robert Kerr
20. DECEMBER 2019 AT 18:18

Can you name any reputable archaeologists who believe in

‘Prediluvian cities’? Imagination is a wonderful thing..

REPLY

Scott
21. DECEMBER 2019 AT 13:30

For the record, the word is antediluvian and there is zero

evidence.
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